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For The Sundcuy-School Times. 


THE WINTER SUNDAY-SCHOOL. 


BY MRS. J. E. MC CONAUGHY. 


ibe is the practice of some Sunday-schools 
to close in the winter, ‘‘it is so bad for 
the children to get out.’? Others think that 
in hot, summer days, the weather is ‘‘ too 
oppressive to keep the little things shut up 
in the Sunday-schogl room ;’’ but did you 
ever know the children’s vote to shut up 
the Sunday-school, either in summer or 
winter? Is it not rather the plea of the 
teachers that does it? We seldom knew a 
day-school closed because of the winter 
snows. Five times a week the children 
plod on merrily through the cold to the 
school-room, where they are instructed in 
worldly knowledge. Surely it will not 
hurt them to go, once a week for an hour, 
, to the place where they learn the way to 
heaven. 

By all means give the children a voice in 
the matter, before you decide to close your 
school. If they are brave enough to come, 
surely the teachers should be self-denying 
enough to meet and instruct them. 


Even though a few attend, it will be 
worth all it costs to keep up the school. If 
one impression for good is received that will 
tell on the child’s eternity, oh what a gain 
for so little effert ! 

Don’t close your school this winter, but 
keep it open ‘‘ even for ten’s sake.’’ Ifthe 
winds blow fierce and chill without, make 
the Sunday-school warm and bright. The 
children love such memories of winter 
time. There are many little haif-frozen 
waifs who will love to come into it, just for 
this glow it imparts, and when you have 
them there, then is your best time.. No 
matter what draws them, make the most 
of your opportunities when you once have 
them within reach. 

It does not take a great deal of self-denial 
to visit a friend in the winter time, or to 
attend an evening party. The heaped-up 
snow-banks rather add a zest to the enjoy- 





ment. Shall it be harder to work for souls 
—to do the work the Master has set us? Do 
we find in his word or example anything to 
watrant our taking an intermission in the 
winter time? Oh, let us pray well over the 
matter before we decide that we cannot go 
to the winter Sunday-school. 
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The Gates of Prayer. 
BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


How would the soul grow weary of its plaint, 
And pine upon the threshold of despair, 
If no one came to succor it when faint, 
Or hearken to its agonizing prayer! 
How long! How long! 
A kneeling throng 
Might supplicate, and find their suit denied, 
If ’twere not for a Saviour crucified! 


How far away would seem that Canaan-land; 
How wide the chasm at our feet appear; 
If faith had not the dark abysm spanned, 
And made those distant glories seem more near! 
O leve! O Light! 
There is no night 
To any soul that patiently awaits 
God’s gracious answer through those heavenly gates. 


Sweet gates of prayer, that open toa breath! 
What heart its aspirations would subdue, 
And see its hopes fall in th’ embrace of death, 
That might have passed those shining portals 
through? 
With Jesus there, 
Those gates of prayer 
Can never close; for Calvary has won 
The peace of God, through His Beloved Son! 


The little child that by a mother’s knee 
Lisps forth itsmorning or its evening prayer, 
Can move those gates of mercy, and from Thee 
Receive assurance of a Father’s care. 
By night, by day, 
O Christ! I pray 
Keep me, thy child, so humble in thy sight 
That I may have thy presence day and night. 


O lovely gates! your golden hinges turn 
Ere yet our lips have framed their first request, 
And when our souls for his dear presence yearn, 
We find our answer, ere it is confessed. 
With empty hands 
The sinner stands, 
And leaves himself, and all his burdens, there 
Where Christ is stationed :—at the Gates of Prayer, 


~—? 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
A Thought. 


pe the acknowledging that we are not 
so faithful in the performance of duty 
as we ought to be, or as some others are, 
release us from the obligation to be sa; or 
atone for the sin of our neglect? I fear we 
sometimes feel as if it did, and thus cry to 
our consciences, ‘‘ Peace, peace!’? when 
there is no peace. 
MARTHA FARQUHARSON, 





For The Sunday-School Times, 
ANOTHER YEAR. 


nore year has passed. How short 
it was! How little the while since all 
its blank pages lay before us to be filled up 
day by day! As we now look upon them, 
a completed volume, some appear fair, per- 
haps, but the great number have blots and 
stains and soils which mar their beauty, 
while others are so dark and unsightly 
that we avert our gaze from them, and would 
like to tear them out of the year’s history. 
But we may not destroy asingle leaf. Only 
Jesus’ blood can whiten those pages. 

The circle of the year, with its seasons and 
their offerings of snow and rain and sun- 
shine and storm and leaves and fruits and 
flowers, has again been completed, and we 
find the white pages of another book spread 
out before us. They will record the history 
of our lives the coming year. Brother 
Christian, what shall that record be? 
Wherein we have failed, shall we not now 
succeed? Wherein we have erred, shall we 
not now do right? Let us not fear to learn 
by our mistakes. If we have wasted any 
precious moments let us ‘‘redeem the 
time;”’ if we have worked languidly and 
sluggishly for Jesus, let us, this year, ‘‘do 
with our might what our hands find to do.” 

I can point you to an old farm-house 
where a few months since a farmer lived 
who for more than fifty years sowed his 
seed in the spring and reaped his harvest in 
its season, but early in the past summer 
when the seed was coming up, he died. 
Death could not wait until he had reaped 
another harvest. It will not wait for the 
Christian. He must be constantly sowing, 
constantly reaping. 

Brothers, let us make the coming year a 
sowing time, Sow the good seed every day. 
Begin now, Do not wait for the warm 
weather, The ground Of the heart is always 
ready. Cultivate it. Drop here and there 
aseed-thought. Speaka kind word. Doa 
kind act. Stand up for Jesus. Then, if 
death should come before the sickel is thrust 
into the golden grain of the natural harvest, 
it cannot deprive you of the fruits of a 
bountiful spirit-harvest. You shall find all 
the sheaves safe among your treasures in 
heaven. Sow and reap, here and there, in 
this another year. DuFF. 


—~—) <> + 
~-<—-> > 


ELIZABETH FRy’s motto, the first to come 
to her mind as she awoke in the morning 
from her slumber, and the last as she lay 
down at night, was ‘‘ What can I do for the 
Lord Jesus Christ?” 
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How Good It Would Be! 


bss writer will never forget a certain 
pastoral visit, which he is about to de- 
scribe. It was a very interesting incident 
in his first pastoral work, and was well cal- 
culated to give him encouragement. 

Often had this family been passed by as 
the shepherd looked after those of his flock 
who lived in the same neighborhood. One 
day as he passed this house on his way to 
visit one of his elders, he resolved that he 
would stop there on his way back. Rarely 
did any members of the family go to church. 
The father was an intemperate man. He 
owned a fine farm, and his house and every 
thing about it indicated anything else than 
that it was a drunkard’s home. 


I received a hearty welcome as I entered, 
and soon made known the object of my call, 
telling them that I had stopped to do them 
good, by reading a portion of Scripture and 
praying with them. They were pleased to 
know that I had stopped for such a purpose, 
and immediately the whole family were 
gathered together, and a Bible was placed 
in my hands. I read the discourse of Christ 
with the woman of Samaria, and explained 
it as I read. All seemed interested, and 
when I had finished the reading and was 
ready to pray, the mother, with tears in her 
eyes, turning to her husband, said, ‘‘Oh, 
how good it would be if we could all be 
Christians to-day !”’ 

The father lived but a short time after 
that, and died a drunkard, but the mother 
and one daughter, soon after his death, 
made a profession of their faith in Christ. 


The Sunday-School Times visits many 
families where all are not Christians, and 
some, perhaps, where none are Christians. 
Oh, how good it would be if you could all 
be Christians to-day! If you could begin 
the New Year as Christian households, 


what a blessed year 1869 would be! Oh, 
how good it would be! 8. E. B. 
>_> 








MY MOTHER’S BIBLE. 


OX one of the shelves in my library, sur- 
rounded by volumes of all kinds, on 
various subjects and in various languages, 
stands an old book, in its plain covering of 
brown paper, unprepossessing to the eye, 
and apparently out of place among the more 
pretentious volumes that stand by its side. 
To the eye of a stranger it has certainly 
neither beauty nor comeliness. Its covers 
are worn ; its leaves marred by long use; its 
pages, once white, have become yellow with 
age: yet, old and worn as it is, to me it is 
the most beautiful and most valuable book 
en my shelves. No other awakens such 
associations, or so appeals to all that is best 
andnoblest withinme. Itis, or ratherit was 
my mother’s Bible—companion of her best 
and holiest hours, source of her unspeakable 
joy and consolation. From it she derived 
the principles of a truly Christian life and 
character. It was the light to her feet and 
the lamp to her path. It was constantly 
by ‘her side; and, as her steps tottered in 
the advancing pilgrimage of life, and her 





eyes grew dim with age, more and more 
precious to her became the well-worn pages. 


One morning, just as the stars were fading 
into the dawn of the coming Sabbath, the 
aged pilgrim passed on beyaqnd the stars 
and beyond the morning, and entered into 
the rest of the eternal Sabbath—to look 
upon the face of him of whom the law and 
the prophets had spoken, and whom, not 
having seen, she had loved. And now no 
legacy is to me more precious than that old 
Bible. Years have passed; but it stands 
there on its shelf, eloquent as ever, witness 
of a beautiful life that is finished, and a 
silent monitor to the living. In hours of 
trial and sorrow it says: Be not cast down, 
my son; for thou shalt yet praise him who 
is the health of thy countenance, and thy 
God. In moments of weakness and fear, it 
says: Be strong now, my son, and quit 
yourself manfully. When sometimes, from 
the cares and conflicts of external life, Icome 
back to the study, weary of the world and 
tired of men—of men that are so hard and 
selfish, and a world that is so unfeeling— 
and the strings of the soul have beeome un- 
tuned and discordant, I seem to hear that 
book saying, as with the well-remembered 
tones of a voice long silent: Let not your 
heart be troubled. For what is your life? 
It is even as avapor. Then my troubled 
spirit becomes calm; and the little world, 
that had grown so great and so formidable, 
sinks into its true place again. Iam peace- 
ful, I am strong. ) 

There is no need to take down the volume 
from the shelf, or open it. A glance of the 
eye is sufficient. Memory and the law of 
association supply the rest. Yet there are 
occasions when it is otherwise; hours in 
life when some deeper grief has troubled 
the heart, some darker, heavier cloud is 
over the spirit and over the dwelling, and 
when it is a comfort to take down that old 
Bible and search its pages. Then, for a 
time, the latest editions, the original lan- 
guages, the notes and commentaries, and 
all the critical apparatus which the scholar 
gathers around him for the study of the 
Scriptures, are laid aside; and the plain old 
English Bible that was my mother’s is taken 
from the shelf.—Rev. Joseph Haven, D. D., 
in The Independent. 


qT > —_—_—_ 
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Other People’s Children. 
[Translated from the German.] 

AY I not love them? May I not say 
anything to them of the children’s 
Saviour? May I not give them a morsel of 
heavenly manna? Do they not concern 
me at all, the children of my people, the 
children of my neighbors, the children of 
those who go or should go with me to the 
same house of God? It is true, God has not 
given them to me, as he has given them to 
their father and mother. It is true, they do 
not belong to me, as they belong to their 
parents. Neither do they belong to me as 
they do to their teachers and their soul-pro- 
viders. But, do they really not concern me? 
Do they not belong to the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and is not the kingdom of God theirs, accord- 





ing to his gracious word? Am I not the 
citizen and subject of this kingdom? DoT 
not bear the joys, the sorrows, and the pains 
of this kingdom in my heart? Do I not 
fight vith them the battles of this kingdom, 
and do I -not celebrate its victories with 
them ? Is it not the saying of this heavenly 
kingdom, ‘‘ He that gathereth not with me, 
scattereth?’’? Yes, ‘‘other people’s chil- 
dren,’’ they are also my children. I will 
cherish them. I will throw them a crumb 
from their heavenly Father’s table when- 
ever I can. I will gather them wherever I 
find them on the street, and bear them to 
the Good Shepherd, who gathers the lambs 
in his arms and carries them in his bosom. 
S. W. W. 


For The Sunday-School Times, 
“TLL RISK IT.” 


A FAITHFUL pastor urged a young 

lady of his congregation and Sabbath- 
school to come to Jesus Now. She impa- 
tiently answered, ‘‘ You are always urging 
me NOw, Now. I cannot see the need of 
such great hurry.’’ ‘‘I have no authosity 
to preach or to teach any other gospel.’”’ ‘O, 
well, I’ll risk it,’? she jauntily replied, as 
she waved a good-bye, and started on a 
summer’s pleasuring. A burning steamer 
on the Hudson river closed the short chap- 
ter of her unhappy life. 

O teacher! teach a present salvation,—a 
present peril to shun, a present heaven to 
win. And do it Now, on this Sabbath, and 
on every Sabbath you meet and greet your 
scholars. It may be your last time to teach, 
their last time to hear. K. 
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The Blind Boy and the Star. 


HE little son of a missionary in Con- 
stantinople was left, after a severe 
attack of scarlet fever, with diseased 
eyes. The mother feared that her child 
would become blind. Sitting beside him 
one evening, her heart full of anguish as 
she dwelt upon the dark future that seemed 
stretching out before her darling, and un- 
willing that he should retain no pictures in 
memory of the outer world, she lifted the 
little one tenderly in her arms, and carry- 
ing him to a window, pointed to a bright 
star that was twinkling in the heavens. 


‘What do you see, my child?” asked the 
mother. 

The child looked earnestly upward, and 
after a moment said, ‘‘ Isee astar, mother.”’ 

‘‘ Look again, my child, the mother said, 
and long and earnestly the child gazed on 
that star, twinkling so brightly in the 
heavens. 

A short time after this, the mother’s worst 
fears were realized: her boy was blind. 
When he had been several years blind, a 
gentleman one day asked him if he retained 
any distinct impressions of things seen in 
his childhood, before the loss of his sight. 

‘With one exception,’ the boy answered, 
‘‘allis a blank tome. But one thing I re- 


member as distinctly as if I had looked upon 
it but yesterday. It was just before I be- 
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came blind, that my mother took me toa 
window one evening, and pointed out tome 
astar, and I know just how a star looks, 
but I can remember nothing else.”’ 


Let the little ones be pointed to the Star 
of Bethlehem, before sin and unbelief have 
blinded their eyes. Letits image be stamp- 
ed upon their hearts. Then when days of 
darkness come, through all the gloom the 
Day-Star will shine. If fierce temptations 
assail them, they are safe, for this Star will 
guide their feet into the way of peace. It 
shall be their light when they go down into 
the valley of the shadow of death. H, 


a 
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WORK FOR 1869. 


EADER, our theme is usefulness. What 
is thy response? Is the end of thy ex- 
istence in reference to others answered ? 
Art thou a sound connecting link in the 
chain of humanity, a working bee in thg 
hive of human industry? Dost thou add to 
thenumber and amountof the enjoyments of 
those around thee? Take a wide or a mi- 
nute survey of creation, and thou shalt find 
in the material universe no useless thing. 
No, not one unnecessary grain of sand. All 
trees, and herbs, and plants, and flowers, 
have their varied spheres and degrees of 
utility. Every drop that mingles in the 
waters of the great deep, and every ray that 
proceeds from the sun, have their appro- 
priate and destined end to fill. Be thou 
useful, too, O reader. Diffuse some rays of 
knowledge, blot out some ignorance, efface 
some crime, dispel some wretchedness. Let 
others be the better for thy being. Scatter 
abroad the seeds of truth and goodness. 
Increase the sum of human joy and bliss. 
The young are rising round thee; oh be 
their faithful monitor and friend, and train 
them up as blessings to the world and pil- 
lars in the Saviour’s rising church. The 
poor live near thee; devise some liberal 
things for them, befriend them in time of 
need, a portion of thy plenty give, and 
with it words of sympathy and consolation. 
The sick are moaning in their beds of pain 
and anguish ; go solace them, weep in their 
tears, hold up the cross, and gently lead 
them to its saving shelter. 


Anywhere, everywhere be useful, and 
thus be blessed and happy. Be useful and 
honor thine own nature. Be useful and 
shine as an example to thy fellows. Be 
useful, and serve thy generation. Be use- 
ful, and know the luxury of pleasing God 
and doing good. ‘‘ Whatsoever thy hand 
findeth todo, do it with thy might, for 
there is no work, nor device, nor know- 
ledge, nor wisdom in the grave whither 
thou goest.’’ 

Shall we who know his wondrous love, 
While here below sit idly down ? 


Ah, then, if we reach heaven above, 
’T will be to wear a starless crown. Ga. L. 


a <r 

FairnH and love are likea pair of com- 
passes; faith, like one point, fastens on 
Christ as the centre; and love, like the 
other, goes the round in all the works of 
holiness and righteousness, 
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AS HE THINKETH IN HIS HEART. 


ERHAPS we all have a consciousness 
that in the hurry and bustle of every- 
day life, we think too little. Life seems to 
be all action. We have no time to sit down 
for calm, sober reflection. Indeed most of 
us feel an uneasy restlessness when circum- 
stances compel us for a time to such reflec- 
tion. I know astirring businessman, who 
was laid aside for half a year by a broken 
limb. It was painful to be with him and 
witness the chafing of his restless spirit at 
the confinement. He had ample resources, 
his business did not suffer by his absence, 
but he found his own thoughts but poor 
company. Indeed, his restlessness nearly 
cost him his life. 

We cannot escape from ourown company, 
and it is certainly desirable to make it as 
good as we can. ‘‘As a man thinketh in 
his heart, so is he.’”? If we wish to learn 
more of ourselves, let us take an inventory 
of our habitual thoughts. What channels 
do they most naturally fall into when the 
pressure of the outside world is with- 
drawn ? 

Meditation is one of our chief methods of 
growing in grace. Prayer naturally goes 
with it, and the two are mutual aids to cach 
other. 

When the dyer wishes his garment dou- 
ble-dyed, he dips it again and again. Then 
it is next to impossible to fade it. So if we 
wish to get the good out of a text, or sermon, 
or book, we must meditate deeply over it. 
Thus we can make it ours. As we muse 
the fire burns. Our hearts grow warm and 
glow with love. We are able also to form 
new plans for efficient labor, to avoid 
former errors, and profit by the example of 
others. 

Above all things, let your meditations be 
chiefly of Christ. Here is a solace for pain 
and trouble, such as the world can never 
give. Thinking much of Jesus brings him 
very near to the soul. The same loving, 
gentle heart, that wept with the sorrowing 
sisters, whispers words of sympathy and 
comfort to your spirit. 

“His name yields the sweetest perfume, 
And sweeter than music his voice, 


His presence disperses my gloom, 
And makes all within me rejoice.” 


Oh; in such blessed company, who can 
ever pass a lonely hour? Who would not 
love often to retire from the world to some 
quiet nook, where he might enjoy undis- 
turbed such precious communings? LOoIs. 

+ «<> 
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The Children’s Coronal. 

N one occasion a troop of little girls as- 
cended the college steps in the city of 
Schenectady, bearing a beautiful wreath of 
flowers. They entered the study of the 
venerable Dr. Nott, and placed the wreath 
upon his brow. Each flower in the wreath 
represented achild! That wasa fair, bright 
crown, adorning the temples of a great and 
good man of God; but O! teachers, work- 
ers, by-and-bye, if we are faithful, we shall 
wear a glorious crown made up of—how 





many? how many shall it be?—stars of 
children whom we have led to Jesus, who 
shall shine in their lustrous beauty to ever- 
lasting ages? Cc. 
i 
The Christian’s Best Days. 
HAVE noticed that the slender brook 
which carries the mill is more musical 
on Sunday than on any other day; because 
the mill stands still, and the brook, having 
nothing to do with its water, gurgles over 
the rocks, and flounders over the dam, and 
makes a thousand times more merry noise 
thanonany otherday. But Monday comes, 
and the gates are hoisted, and the mill runs, 
and the brook is not so musical; but the 
mill is more so. The mill did nothing on 
Sunday; and the brook is doing more on 
Monday than it did on Sunday. It played 
on Sunday, but it works on Monday. And 
Christians, as it were, play in the spirit, and 
have a holy jollity, on Sunday. It is a ho- 
liday for them. Nor would I undervalue 
their experience or joy. But I say that 
they are not so busy when they sing and 
pray and rejoice in the sanctuary, as when, 
by the power of some moral emotion, they 
are combating temptation, and resisting 
pride, and overcoming selfishness, and 
building again the kingdoms of this world 
with the holy stones of the New Jerusalem. 
Then when piety costs , then when it means 
bearing, heroism, and achievement; not 
then when it seeks joy, but when it seeks 
battle—then, men are nearest to God, and 
most like Christ.—H. W. Beecher, in “‘ The 
Plymouth Pulpit.” 


oe 
For The Sunday-School Times. 
What Shall I Do NextP 


DWARD EGGLESTON, of Chicago, 
tells of a lady teacher who came to him, 
perplexed, asking his advice,—on what 
score, think you? ‘‘ All my scholars,’ said 
she, ‘‘have been brought to Christ, and 
now, what shall Ido next ?”” Blessed per- 
plexity! Happy teacher! That heart had 
tasted the sweetness of the reward, even 
here, and you may be sure it never will be 
satisfied, but will ever be inquiring, What 
shall Ido next? The Master has abundant 
use for such laborers in his vineyard. O 
that there were more of them! Why are 
there not more? R. 
“(71+ o—————_ 
‘“WONDERFUL alchemy of God’s grace 
it is which transmutes tribulation into 
triumph, turns waters of Marah into a 
healthful fountain, enables one to gather 
grapes of thorns, and figs of thistles, causes 
the rose to bloom through a whole winter of 
trials, and helps the soul to regard afflictions 
as promises and not threatenings.”’ 


OO ee 


WHAT a peaceful nook it forms when we 
can retire out of circumstances into God 
himself, and find repose in a patience, 
and power, and wisdom and love that are 
infinite! 

——————_ > > oo _____—— 

Ir we would be successful teachers, we 

must give ourselves away to it. 
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Deaf and Dumb. 

ii is not by accident, or by idle habit, that 

these two words go together. In the case 
of deaf people, the deafness is the cause of 
the dumbness. Deaf people have all the 
organs of speech, the same as other people. 
These organs are indeed in an undeveloped, 
rudimentary condition, but they are there. 
The deaf man does not speak, because he 
does not hear. It is by the ear that we learn 
to distinguish sounds, and to guide our own 
voices into articulate speech. 

A man may indeed have a finely culti- 
vated ear, both for speech and for music, 
and yet not be either a good speaker or a 
good singer. His vocal organs may not have 
that natural superiority of formation which 
is needed for excellence in these depart- 
ments, or he may be wanting in application 
and in the ambition to excel. But, while a 
cultivated ear does not necessarily imply a 
cultivated voice, there is on the other hand 
no possibility of cultivating the voice except 
through the ear. An accomplished vocalist 
without a cultivated ear is an impossibility. 
Hence the first step in teaching music, or 
elocution, is to train the ear of the pupil to 
the nice discrimination of sounds. The 
pupil hears a particular sound made by 
others, and then exerts his own voice in the 
formation of sounds, until he succeeds in 
making asound which his ear recognizes as 
exactly like the one he is imitating. By 
these means the vocal organs are trained, 
until he can produce at will any articulate 
sound, or any musical note, which the mind 
desires. 

It is observable, too, that persons who lose 
their hearing gradually lose, if not vocal 
power, yet the power of guiding and con- 
trolling vocal expression. The late Dr. Wil- 
liam McDowell, a Presbyterian preacher 
of considerable eminence, became in the 
latter part of his life nearly deaf. While in 
this state, he continued for a time to preach, 





but his preaching became at length so pain- 
ful to his auditors that he was obliged to 
give it up. He endeavored to govern his 
utterance by his recollection of how his 
tongue, lips, epiglottis, larynx, and other 
organs of speech had been moved in former 
times, but having no ear any longer to guide 
him, he made the most painful and ludi- 
crous mistakes, his voice going up or down, 
loud or low, piping or bellowing, in the 
most capricious manner, so as to upset all 
one’s sense of decorum. 

Deafness, blindness, lameness, leprosy, 
demoniacal possession, every disease that 
was miraculously cured by our Saviour 
while upon the earth, not only was thus a 
testimony to his, divine power and benevo- 
lence, but is also, by a coincidence which 
can hardly be otherwise than intentional, 
an emblem of the moral condition and 
wants of every one of us. Every one of us 
is by nature deaf, blind, impotent, leprous, 
possessed with an evil spirit. We are deaf to 
the voice of God and of conscience, calling 
us to repentance. We hear not the warn- 
ings which sound trumpet-tongued in our 
ears. The great alarming facts of our con- 
dition, which seem to be awful enough to 
awaken one from the dead, make no more 
impression upon our consciences than the 
mutterings of the thunder or of the earth- 
quake upon the deaf man. How crude 
moreover are our attempts at religious ser- 
vice, how jangled and out of tune is our 
voice in its expressions of pious emotion, 
until the Saviour opens the ears of our 
spiritual understanding ! 

The Sunday-school teacher has something 
more to do than to spread out before his 
scholars the treasures of knowledge. He 
must remember that his pupils are by 
nature deaf to spiritual things, and that 
no amount or variety of religious instruc- 
tion will avail to their conversion, unless 
by the special grace of the Holy Ghost 
those deaf ears are opened. Let him imi- 
tate therefore those who of old on the bor- 
ders of the Lake of Galilee brought their 
deaf friend to Jesus and invoked his inter- 
position. He is just as ready now, as he 
was then, to open the ears of the deaf. He 
is just as ready to remove spiritual, as he 
was to remove bodily, deafness. He is the 
same compassionate, all-powerful Saviour. 
To him therefore should our cry continually 
go up. Jo his presence should we bring 
our scholars, by importunate, unceasing 
prayer, knowing well that all our teaching 
will be vain until to every sin-closed ear 
he says the gracious word EPHPHATHA ! 
Be thou opened! 

As ‘deaf’? and ‘‘dumb”’ invariably go 





together, so the opened ear should invari- 
ably be followed by the loosened tongue. 
No impulse is more natural than for the 
soul that is truly converted, to speak the 
praises of its Redeemer. If medical skill 
should ever achieve the wonderful result of 
giving hearing to the deaf, how busy would 
we see the newly healed in training their 
tongues to articulate sounds! Such exactly 
is the effect whenever there is any great and 
powerful revival of religion. How the 
tongues of the people are unloosed in the 
prayer-meeting! How fresh and joyous is 
the voice of song in the great congregation! 








For The Sunday-School Times. 


For What Do We Labor? 


BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR, 


Nor only to gather vast crowds of chil- 

dren. Not only to elevate the standard 
of morality in the society from which the 
children are gathered. Not only to teaeh 
sacred geography and history. Not only to 
sing cheerful songs of praise. Not only to 
promote habits of attention and regularity. 
Nor yet to acquire familiarity with the 
words of Scripture. 

The object of our labor is something above 
and beyond all these. 

And, First, we aim to show each child, 
of all the multitudes of children, that he is 
an individual sinner. Not only that the 
world is a sinful world, and that the curse 
of sin came, through Adam’s fall, upon 
mankind generally, but that his soul is, 
until it is regenerated by divine grace, in a 
condition of danger; in a state which must 
be changed before he can enter heaven. 
Distasteful as this truth may be to the child, 
it must be made plain tohim. Thereisa 
great deal of Pharisee in the composition of 
every human character, youthful as well as 
adult. The child would often prefer to sing 
hymns which enthusiastically set forth that 
he is a soldier in this army, and that he is 
marching straight on to everlasting glory, 
regardless of all enemies and obstacles; 
while, if his interest, rather than his in- 
clination, is consulted, he should be told 
that he is a lost sinner, and that he must 
come with the ‘‘ God be merciful to me,” if 
he would obtain the eternal glory, of which 
he loves to sing. It comes much more 
naturally and pleasantly to the teacher, to 
tell the child that he is a lovely little inno- 
cent, and that he is Jesus’ lamb, than to 
warn him to flee from the wrath to come. 
But, if there is no ruined nature to be saved, 
no sin-sick souls to be healed, then Christ 
died in vain; for his mission was to seek and 
to save the lost. He came not to call the 
righteous, but sinners, to repentance; and 
if we teach our children that they are so 
innocent that they need not his atoning 
merit in their behalf; so righteous that they 
need no repentance; we fail in our very 
first duty to them. Or, if instead of teach- 
ing them positively that they are righteous 
and innocent, we do not go so far; if we 
neglect to tell them that, out of Christ, they 














XUI 














XUM" 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 


Bly f 








are lost, we come short of the great founda- 
tion on which the edifice of gospel truth 
must be built. 

But we aim not only to tell them of their 
lost condition. It does a drowning man 
very little good to tell him he is drowning, 
if we stop there, and make no effort to save 
him. He knows he is drowning, perhaps, 
and having it thrown up at him only adds 
to the misery of his condition. If, in addi- 
tion to telling him of his impending de- 
struction, we point out to him away of 
escape from it, we are doing him a service, 
instead of rendering him unhappy. 


Secondly, then, we aim to point our chil- 
dren to Jesus Christ as the WAy of escape 
from ruin, the embodiment of all the 
TRUTH revealed in the gospel, and the 
guide to the eternal LIFE which those who 
are saved from ruin shall enjoy. If telling 
children they are lost seems hard and cruel 
work, certainly it is sufficiently delightful 
to tell them how they may be saved, to com- 
pensate for all the harshness there seems to 
be in telling them that, without Christ, they 
must perish. This is glad and joyful work. 
This is enough to make every teacher hasten 
to his labor with a heart full of joy, and a 
countenance beaming with gladness. This 
is a holy stimulus to the teacher’s endeavor 
to catch the attention and secure the in- 
terest of every child he teaches. It is no 
drudgery; no thankless toil. Itis the carry- 
ing of a message that angels might be 
proud to bear. It is the doing of a work 
whose fruits shall be as lasting as eternity. 

In a word, the child must be taken by the 
hand, and kindly led to Jesus. The truth 
must be spoken, not only in faithful- 
ness, but in love. While the judgments 
of God on the rebellious sinner must 
be plainly shown, it is our privilege and 
our duty to tell of the pardoning love of 
God in Christ, and how the sinner, juve- 
nile or hoary-headed, who comes to God 
through Christ, will in no wise be cast out. 

Is that all? Is our duty to the child 
done when the child is brought to Jesus? 
By no means. The work is begun in his 
heart, when he acknowledges Christ. His 
Christian life has commenced. It is a 
dangerous error to suppose the work fin- 
ished in a Christian’s heart, be he child or 
adult, even when profession is made, of 
faith in the Lord Jesus Christ.. 


We aim, then, Thirdly, to teach the child 
who has been led to Jesus, how to grow in 
grace. 

And it is a blessed thing, for this part of 
the teaching, especially, that the teacher 
does not have to do itall. ‘‘ TheSpirit also 
helpeth our infirmities.’”? The Spirit comes 
to the weakest little one in the fold, teach- 
ing him how to pray, telling him his wants, 
taking of the things of Christ, and showing 
Jesus as a precious and a present Saviour, 
even to the little boy or girl whose parent 
or teacher may criticise the juvenile experi- 
ence of Christian life, as hardly up to the 
adult standard. 

How unreasonable we are apt to be some- 
times, with these children, about their grow- 
ing in grace and in the knowledge of the 
Lord! We set for them standards which 





we never attained to, and then we wonder, 
when they come short. We expect the 
tender plant of grace in their young hearts 
to grow up, all at once, to withstand temp- 
tations before which their fathers, mothers, 
and teachers fall away, and to bear tests of 
their Christianity to which we would hardly 
like to submit. We must bear with the 
little child. Take him kindly by the hand, 
not only to lead him to Jesus, but to walk 
with him along the path of holiness. Re- 
member that the thorns which merely 
cause your feet to bleed by the way, go 
deeply into the heart of the little believer. 
Remember the doubts and the fears you 
once had, if you are inclined to be harsh 
with him when he is slow to believe all 
you tell him; when he has troubles and 
difficulties that need to be explained away. 

The object we aim to accomplish is one 
of such infinite value and importance, that 
we may well spend our best efforts on it. 
To show our children their need of Christ, 
to lead them to Christ, and to teach them to 
grow in grace;—these require not only the 
highest talent we can bring to them, but the 
best literary and mechanical helps we can 
procure; the most thorough lesson-books ? 
the most accurate maps, to tell us where 
Jesus performed his ministry; the best ap- 
pliances to help us in our songs of praise ;— 
in a word, everything that can assist us in 
conveying the truth to the child, in the 
plainest manner, and so as to make the most 
lasting impression on his mind. We need 
to have mind, body, and estate, fully con- 
secrated to so glorious a work. 


— eo 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


DISMISSING TEACHERS, 


BY H. C. MC COOK. 


EACON STIRR is one of those super- 
intendents who like to see things ‘‘ go 
lively.””’ Hecan endure nothing ‘‘ poking.”’ 
He skips all the minor tunes in the hymn- 
book, and delights in the joyous, quick- 
moving melodies which are the favorites in 
most of our American schools. 

When Deacon Stirr leads the prayer- 
meeting, do not be shocked to hear him say, 
as he lays down the Bible, ‘‘ Sharp prayers, 
brethren, sharp prayers, and short, or I must 
ring you down!’ 

‘*Humph !’ growls Squire Conservative, 
to his good wife, as they jog home: ‘‘ The 
Deacon’s got minute on the brain. What 
will the man do when he gets to heaven? 
‘Rest,’ indeed! I reckon that promise 
don’t give much comfort to him. Andsuch 
presumption! I do believe he’d be for re- 
formin’ the heavenly choir; and would 
ring down Gabriel himself if his worship 
run over ‘ three minutes.’ ”’ 

The fact is, Deacon Stirr has little sym- 
pathy with the solid virtues of the good ser- 
vice. He believes the new wine of this 
nineteenth century dispensation has no sort 
of chance in old bottles. And as old bottles 
have little relish for being flung into cor- 
ners of cellars and lofts, it is not strange 
that they do keep up a sharp popping at the 
Deacon. 

People like to visit Brother Stirr’s Sun- 
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day-school ; and he likes that they should 
do so; nothing pleases him better than that. 
Most people enjoy the visit; are pleased 
with the school, especially with the Dea- 
con’s management and speech. Some folk 
do shake their heads occasionally and talk 
about ‘beating the air’’ and “ neglecting 
foundations ;’”’? ‘‘too much desert and too 
little dinner;” and ‘robbing Peter (the 
teacher) to pay Paul (the superintendent),’’ 
andotherlikeungraciousthings. Butevery 
body knows that those folk are ‘‘old fogies,”’ 
and that Deacon Stirr is a live man. 

If the Deacon has any crowning excel- 
lence as a superintendent, it is in the con- 
duct of monthly concerts and anniversaries. 
He does delight in these ; and he has a good 
many of them; and he shines in them to 
the admiration (and edification) of all the 
crowd who attend. Except the aforesaid 
’Squire and his ilk, who think the admira- 
tion point is too big, and comes in too often, 
and that it should swap places in the pa- 
renthesis with the edification points. But 
we expect them to grumble, of course. 

‘Pray, what has all this to do with your 
subject ?’’ my anxious readerasks. Nothing 
at all, if Deacon Stirr had not been unusu- 
ally agitated by something of mine about 
‘*RADICLES,”” which The Sunday-School 
Times printed a few weeks ago. And sol 
have thought best to give you some notion 
of the man, that you may understand the 
correspondence which follows: 


C—, Nov., 1868. 

Dear Sir:—Yours in the Times about 
CLASS-WORK may be right in theory,. but 
you don’t allow for facts—stubborn facts, 
which make the superintendent’s office far 
more important than you seem to grant. 
You forget that so many teachers are incom- 
petent! They do their classes no good. 
Time given to them is lost. I have a clear 
conscience in taking so much time for my- 
self. Have got to do it, or the children 
will go home without bread. 

Suppose you tell us how to get rid of in- 
competent teachers! I have six or eight 
whom I would like to cut off, but I can’t do 
it! I would try to throw more vitality into 
a ; but these dead roots are in my 

ath. 

‘‘ RADICLES,’’ indeed ; and dead and dried 
up, too! But I can’t get them grubbed out. 
I dare not try it. Now what shall I do? 

You hint at visiting, &. But where will 
a man get time for all that? My other 
school duties consume all the leisure that 
I can command from business. 

And you hint at teachers’ meetings and 
well worked-up lessons. But I tried that, 
and I could not get my teachers out. 
Not half of them attended the meetings. 
No enthusiasm—they were dead, dry affairs, 
and we had to give them up. My teachers 
won’tcomeout. If I were once ridofthem, 
I might do better with others. But, there’s 
the root, the true ‘radicle’’ of the evil. 
Please put your axe at that awhile, and 
oblige your brother worker, 

JOHN STIRR. 


And here is my answer: 


Sr. Louis, Nov., 1868. 

Dear Brother Stirr :—I see your difficulty, 
I think, and really sympathize with you in 
your attempt to overcome it. I may not be 
able to show you how to get rid of your in- 
competent teachers, after the summary style 
which your mind seems to dwell upon, but 
I think I can show you ‘‘a better way.”’ 
Teachers, either good or bad, are too scarce 
to justify one in very large indulgence in 
exscinding measures. And then, the trou- 
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ble often is, that in rooting out the tares, 
the wheat is also removed. 

Doubtless there are times, however, when 
the axe must be used. I cannot make that 
duty a pleasant one by any counsel of mine. 
Every man’s sense of Christian —— 
must, in such case, be his guide. ut 
doubt whether your school needs so much 
the pruning hook as the spade. I answer 
your question by : 


A PARABLE. 


A certain pastor had in his school a 
teacher of whose Christian usefulness he 
had high hopes. For many months, Sab- 
bath after Sabbath, he came into the nur- 
sery of his little vineyard, thinking to find 
the tender plants entrusted to that teacher’s 
care thriving well. But he saw no signs 
that good had been wrought, and no pro- 
mise of better things for the future. 

Then he called to him the superintendent 
of the school, and said: ‘‘I have watched 
that teacher closely. I have looked and 
longed for tokens of usefulness. But I have 
seen none. I am grieved and disappointed. 
He is doing no good. Dismiss him from 
his trust; why should he cumber the ground 
and hinder the work of a better man ?”’ 

The superintendent was smitten in his 
heart. He remembered his own faithless- 
ness to that teacher. He thought of his 
failures to help, encourage, instruct a young 
and willing, but ignorant worker, in the 
duties of his office. In his conscience he 
said: ‘‘ Am not I to blame for this?”’ And 
to his pastor he said: 

“Sir, I will let him alonea little longer. 
I will try to nurture him into a higher use- 
fulness. I will visit him, pray with him, 
bring him to the teachers’ meeting. If he 
does better, well. But if not, after that I 
will cut him off.” ' 

Your brother worker 
CHRISTOPHER. 
—____<» «______- 


For The Sunday-School Times, 


How to Treat the Speakers. 


[* the first place, let us urge you to write 
for your speakers in time. In many in- 
stances this is neglected until very near the 
day fixed for the meeting, and the probabi- 
lities are that the man you wish is already 
engaged. This will involve general disap- 
pointment, or compel you to defer your 
meeting until he can be present. The only 
way to prevent this is to write just as soon 
as you settle upon a day. 

Of course you will enclose a stamp to cover 
the reply. Mr. Wells has stated in these 
columns that this forgotten postage has cost 
him a hundred dollars in a single year. 
Your three cents is a small affair, byt the 
aggregate forms a tax which few of our 
Sunday-school workers can afford to pay. 
Nor should it be required of them. It is 
simply..dishonest, and no one attempting to 
guide the young into all truth should be 
guilty of this sin. 

In writing to the man you have selected, 
notify him at once that all his expenses 
will be paid, give him all needed in- 
formation concerning trains to and fro, 
and fail not to meet him at the station 
upon his arrival, and to escort him to 
his place of entertainment. As for his 
treatment there, a thoughtful Christian 
hospitality will suggest the attentions which 
are so refreshing to the traveller—a room, 
convenience for washing and removing the 
dust of travel, statement of the hour of 
dining, ete. Kind attention to these trifling 





details will make your guest feel more at 
home, and will enable him to employ his 
time to the best advantage, both for himself 
and for your meeting. 

Do not expect or insist that the speaker 
will spend all his hours out of the meeting 
in parlor chat. If he is an earnest, consci- 
entious man, his heart will be set on the 
meeting, and his best thoughts be devoted to 
its interests and sue¢cess. And when the 
labors of the day are over, the evening meet- 
ing closed, do not expect your weary visitor 
to sit up half the night and entertain you. 
He will be most grateful to you for an early 
opportunity to retire and obtain much- 
needed rest. By all means give him a room 
to himself, unless he requests otherwise, 
and do not put him in the spare room and 
best bed, long unused, this solid winter 
weather. Doas you would be done by; and 
remember that the command, ‘‘ Thou shalt 
not kill,” is still in foree and applicable to 
the very case under consideration. 

And, finally, when your meeting is over, 
settle promptly with your speaker. By no 
means confine yourself to the exact fare he 
pays in coming and returning, but always 
allow a liberal margin in his favor, to cover 
necessary ‘‘wear and tear,’’ and the little 
extras which he will inevitably require. 
This kind of just and generous dealing will 
secure better speakers, better meetings, and 
more of both. Try it. Sr. Our. 


oe a 


THE QUESTION BOX. 


[This is your “ box,” fellow teacher and worker, 
and you are invited to use it freely, in asking and 
answering any questions that bear upon the Sun- 
day-school work.] 





Questions. 

‘* Ts it necessary that the teacher should 
add to his other duties that of becoming tho- 
roughly acquainted with the nature of each 
particular scholar ? 


Answers. 

Our paper of last week has not been long 
enough in the hands of our readers to admit 
of replies to the questions then put in the 
box, or the reception of new questions. To 
the first question proposed, ‘‘ How shall we 
best begin the New Year in our work ?”’ we 
have the following suggestions: 

1. ‘‘ By looking to Jesus as the source of 
wisdom. He isthe great Teacher. No one 
who thinks he is wise enough to teach with 
the knowledge he has already acquired in 
the study of books and of men, can succeed. 
I would. say, begin the new year with a 
deep sense of your own ignorance.” 

2. ‘* Begin the new year, the very first 
Sabbath of it, as if you felt it was the last 
you had to spend with your class.”’ 

8. ‘‘ By getting a blackboard and using it 
the first Sunday and every Sunday there- 
after.”’ 

4. “By a solemn rededication of ourselves 
to the Saviour, in view of his plain injunc- 
tion, ‘Feed my lambs.’ ’”’ 

ae ee 

No MAN ever lost temporally by giving 
up a portion of his business for Christ’s 
sake, 





SUNDAY-SCHOOL INTELLIGENCE. 


[We welcome toa place in this department any 
items of Sunday-school news from any and every 
part of the wide field.] 


Christmas and New Year's Festivals.— 
It is a time of special delight with the 
little Sunday-school folks everywhere. 
We hear of festivals and anniversaries 
all around us, and have had the plea- 
sure of participating in some of them. 
We can testify to the pleasantness of 
one at least, where a good many happy 
hearts of young people and old people were 
gathered. It was held on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 29th, in connection with the forty-third 
anniversary of the Market-Square Presby- 
terian Sabbath-school of Germantown, Phi- 
ladelphia. Rev. R. H. Allen, successor of 
Dr. Brainerd to the Old Pine Street church, 
Philadelphia, was one of the speakers, the 
pastor, Dr. Helfenstein, the other. The 
singing was a credit to the children, and of 
itself well merited the sweet tokens that 
were in waiting. After the commendably 
brief exercises in the church, the scholars 
marched with quick step into the school- 
room, which was prettily decorated with 
evergreen hangings and Scripture mottoes. 
Here each scholar was served with a plump 
bag of good things—even the children in 
arms not being forgotten. The scene was 
enjoyable to the lookers on, like ourselves; 
what must it have been to the good pastor 
and teachers and scholars engaged in it! 
The school seems to be a flourishing one. 
The pastor gives a monthly talk to the 
children. The infant-class numbers over 
100, and is taught by the pastor’s wife. The 
teachers have semi-monthly meetings at 
each others’ houses; and in addition toa 
good school library, are moving for the for- 
mation of a congregational library. Five 
scholars joined the church during the year, 
and there are now evidences of the Spirit’s 
presence in the school. 

The infant-school of the Spring Garden 
Presbyterian church had a treat on Christ- 
mas morning, and the McDowell Mission 
belonging to the same church, had a festival 
Christmas afternoon, both occasions afford- 
ing delight to all who were present. 

The annual festival of the Boardman Mis- 
sion Sabbath-school, connected with the 
First Baptist church, Philadelphia, held on 
New Year’s eve, was a grand success. The 
children went through a short exercise in 
singing, speaking, dialogue, &c., most cre- 
ditably. Stirring addresses were made by 
Dr. Boardman and that earnest friend of 
children and Sabbath-schools, Father Mar- 
tin, who has always something interesting 
and pleasant for the little ones ; after which 
250 children were made happy with a boun- 
tiful treat of ice-cream, cake, confections, 
&e., supplied by the church and kind 
friends. The school is in avery flourishing 
condition. 











Another Institute for Philadelphia.—The 
Sunday-school teachers of this city are pro- 
mised a rich entertainment in another In- 
stitute, under the management of the Penn- 
sylvania Sabbath-School Association. The 
three Institutes already held in Philadel- 
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phia have awakened such an interest in 
the work of training and improvement in 
teaching, that the announcement of an- 
other will doubtless attract all who were 
present at the former ones, as well as many 
who could not attend them. 

The Institute will be held at the Second 
Reformed church, Seventh above Brown, 
(Rev. T. De Witt Talmage, pastor), and will 
be opened on Sunday evening, January 
17th, by a sermon from Mr. Talmage. It 
will continue during the afternoons -and 
evenings of Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday, 18th-21st. Following imme- 
diately on the week or weeks of prayer, it 
will doubtless command the earnest co- 
operation and presence as well as prayers 
of the Sunday-school people of this city. 
A corps of well known instructors, both 
clergymen and laymen will take part in 
this Institute,—among them Messrs. New- 
ton, Herrick Johnson, Willits, Talmage, 
Freeman, Eddy, Cattell, Payne, Osborn, 
Stryker, and others. The music, by the 
children of the Sunday-school, under the 
leadership of D. W. C. Moore, Esq., will 
be a feature of very great attractiveness. 

Pastors and Sunday-school superinten- 
dents are requested to call the attention of 
their congregations and teachers to this In- 
stitute. Programmes may be had on appli- 
cation to J. C. Garrigues & Co., 608 Arch 
street. 

Groraer A. Preutz, President, 

Gero. H. Stuart, Ch’n Business Com., 

ALFRED TAYLOR, Secretary, 

Penn’a §. 8S. Association. 





The Work Revived in Wisconsin.— 
Every county in the State is being arouged. 
From every quarter the news is received of 
Conventions and Institutes being held or 
soon to be held. New life is coursing 
through the veins of Christian Sunday- 
school workers. Earnest seeking after bet- 
ter methods of instruction, greater prayer- 
fulness, stronger faith in God, an unwonted 
turning of the attention to Bible study, are 
the special characteristics of this revival, as 
we might term it, of the cause in Wisconsin. 
Conventions or Institutes have lately been 
held at Waupaca, Waukesha, Burlington, 
Grand Rapids, Watertown, Horicon, She- 
boygan Falls, and a dozen other places. 
During January of the New Year, Institutes 
are to be held at the following places: Hart- 
ford, on the 5th and 6th; Brodhead, 12th 
and 13th; Hartland, the same; Evansville, 
14th and 15th; West Salem, 19th and 20th; 
Sparta, 2lst and 22d; Mauston, 26th and 
27th; Columbus, 28th and 29th. In Feb- 
ruary, Institutes are to be held at Bloom- 
ington, Prairie du Chien, Boscobel, Prairie 
du Sac, Richland City, Milton, Viroqua 
and other places. More than twenty other 
counties and towns have expressed a desire 
to have similar meetings with them, that 
the missionary spirit may be aroused in 
their borders. The Rev. Messrs. Rice and 
Foote, missionaries of the American Sun- 
day-school Union, are very active in con- 
ducting Institutes, and in doing missionary 
work on the whole field. Twenty to thirty 
other prominent men of the State are also 





volunteering in it, and going from place to 
place. Among them are State Secretary 
Wheeler, ex-President of the Convention 
Deacon Byron, Dr. D. W. Perkins, Prof. 
Allen, of Platteville, Joseph Hamilton of 
Milwaukee, Rev. Dr. Hodge of Janesville, 
Messrs. Lindsley of Green Bay, Miner of 
Monroe, Kingsbury of Ripon, and many 
others par nobile fratrum in these blessed 
Sunday-school labors. Of different denomi- 
nations, yet in the same spirit of love to 
Jesus and the little ones, going forth almost 
literally as the ‘‘seventy’’ of old, much 
glory to the Master will accrue from these 
earnest, united efforts. R. 
[We shall hope to hear further from this interest- 


ing field that has had so much live work done, and 
laid out in it for the future.—ED.] 





Pittsburgh and Allegheny, Penn.—The 
United Presbyterian churches of these two 
cities have a custom of holding an annual 
Thanksgiving Sabbath-school celebration, 
which is always attended with great in- 
terest. This year, on Thanksgiving Day, 
the celebration was a joyful occasion. In 
Pittsburgh it was held in the capacious 
Academy of Music, some 1200 or 1300 chil- 
dren being present. Thomas H. Rabe, Esq., 
presided. Rev. James Douglass gave the 
‘‘Thanksgiving Review.’’? Other addresses 
and exercises were in keeping with the 
pre-eminent interest which always charac- 
terizes the occasion. The United and Re- 
formed Presbyterian schools joined in the 
Pittsburgh meeting, 





Peoria County, Illinois.—This county is 
called the ‘‘ Banner County’? of Illinois, for 
the thoroughness of the Sunday-school work 
done in its borders. It claims 167 Sunday- 
schools and is reported to have more children 
in attendance upon its Sunday-schools than 
upon its. day-schools—a fact which the 
whole country is challenged to exceed, in 
the Sunday-school work of any single 
county, in any State in the Union. 





Bergen Point, New Jersey.—The school 
of the Reformed church at this place (N. B. 
Lane, superintendent) held their anniver- 
sary exercises, December 23d. They were 
delightful from beginning toend. Although 
numbering but 134 scholars, they raised the 
large sum of $450 for schools in the West, 
much of it being earned expressly for the 
missionary box, by the industry of the 
scholars themselves. 8. 





Henry County, Iowa, had a fine pro- 
gramme laid out for its third annual Con- 
vention, which we suppose was held accord- 
ing to the call, at Mount Pleasant, on 
the 2lst, 22d and 23d of December. We 
know something of the earnestness of the 
workers there, and can vouch for the good 
time they must have had. 





Norristown, Pennsylvania.—An unusual 
series of Sunday-school meetings was held 
in this place two weeks ago, under the aus- 
pices of a single church, the Central Pres- 
byterian. They invited speakers from 
abroad, and enjoyed a scason of instruction 





equal to a convention or a gathering of 
many churches and schools. Ex-Governor 
Pollock was present, Rev. Alfred Taylor, 
Rev. J. K. F. Stites, and others. Mr. 
Stites spoke of God’s Word as a L, A, M, P, 
analyzing the word, showing how the Bible 
was a L-ight to all men, A-dapted to all, a 
M-odel for its brilliance, and P-erpetual in 
its shining. The superintendent of the 
school, William McDermott, was the getter- 
up of the meetings. If you cannot raise a 
township meeting, or a county meeting, or 
an Institute, have a meeting for your own 
school. No doubt the other will follow. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES 
WEEKLY LESSON. 


LESSON No. 3. 
(For Sunday, January 17, 1869.) 


““Ephphathal”—The Stammering Tongue 
Loosed. 


MARK?7: 31-37. MATT. 15: 29-31 


MAP LESSON. 


Verse 31. Trace the probable course of our Lord 
and his disciples from Capernaum through Naph- 
tali, Asher, the borders of Phoenicia, as far north as 
the Litany (Leontes), thence through Merj Ayun, 
to Hasbeiya, and so around Hermon, through Dan 
to the eastern coast of Galilee. Or, from the borders 
of Asher, etc., dwelling especially upon the view of 
Tyre, the Leontes, Lebdnon, Hermon and the Head- 
waters of the Jordan,—See Robinson, i, p. 434-440; 
and iil. p, 44-70, tracing backwards; and iii: 372-400 
for a full description of the probable route. Also, 
Articles “ Lebanon” and “ Hemon,” (Smith’s) Bible 
Dictionary, 

















EXPOSITION. 


Verse 32. They. Great multitudes came. (Matt.) 
Bring one. Mark records but one case; many afflict- 
ed were brought. They cast them at Christ’s 
feet, and hastened off to bring others. Deaf stam- 
merer ; he could not speak because of deafness; and 
besides, the muscles of his tongue were diseased. 
Put his hand. Heal him; they supposed the virtue 
must be conveyed by touch. Laying on of hands 
was an ancient and natural sign of transfer of au- 
thority, or of some quality (usually good) from one 
to another. It became an equivalent phrase for 
“blessing” or “benefitting.” In what religious rites 
is it still used? 

33. Took, beckoned, aside. He would have the 
man’s mind wholly fixed upon Himself. And then 
the signs which were used in the healing of the 
mute, and which seemed necessary and were appro- 
priate in hig case, might have been misunderstood 
by the ignorant and superstitious multitude; who 
would have attributed the healing to the signs; or 
would have attached undue importance to them te 
the hindrance of God’s glory. Fingers into ears; 
as much as to say by,signs, “be opened!” He thus 
showed the man that He could and would unstop 
his ears. Spit. Spittle was supposed to have heal- 
ing virtue; perhaps arising from the fact that ani- 
mals cleanse their wounds by licking, which, how- 
ever, is gnly healing because the tongue cleanses, 
and the spittle moistens and cools inflammation, It 
was a popular sign, at least, of communicating heal- 
ing virtue. Our Lord used it, Mark, 8: 23; John 9: 
6. It was not only here a sign of Christ’s purpose, 
but the medium by which He chose to communicate 
his curing power. It was expressly appropriate in 
this case, as saliva moistens the tongue and mouth, 
keeping it flexible. When it is not secreted freely 
the organs of speech are parched, and speaking is 
impeded and made painful. Jesus by this sign said 





[*Entered, according to Act of Congress, in the year 
1868, by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
of tue District Court of the United States for the 
Fastern District of Pennsylvania.] 
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in the only language which the mute understood, 
“Be unloosed by my power!” Touched, with the tip 
of the finger which had been wet by the spittle. 
34, Looking up, &c. The sign that the Father 
wrought through Him; that the work was of God, 
a@ heavenly boon. Sighed; an agonizing, ejacula- 
tory prayer; He ever sought the co-operation of 
the Father. The look for the man’s instruction, 
the sigh for his own strengthening. Saith. Theman 
(s0 some) could now partially hear; or, rather, as in 
the cases of the Widow of Nain’s son, and Lazarus, 
the power of opening went forth with the word. 
The man’s attention having been fixed, his thoughts 
.Tightly directed, his mind enlightened, and faith 
imparted by the methods described, the Lord’s 
“ Dphphatha!’ goes forth, and the man is healed.* 


*Ephphatha, an Aramean (Syro-Chaldee) word, the 
vernacular language of the people of Palestine, 
after the Babylonish captivity; spoken along with 
Greek, in our Lord’s time. 

35. And straightway ; not a gradual, but an im- 
mediate cure. Opened; restored to the natural, 
healthful state. They now communicate sound to 
the nerve (auditory) of hearing; the mind was 
opened to the outer world by opening Ear-gate. 
.... String; ligament, &c., showing disease here 
also. Spake; here was a miracle, the man could 
speak, having never learned. Or, it may be only 
meant that he now had the power of distinct utter- 
ance. Perhaps it may not have been a case of con- 
genital deafness, and the man may in childhood 
have heard, and have spoken a few words, but 
never plainly. Such cases are notuncommon..... 
Plain, (orthos) accurately. This fact would strike 
the popular mind: “He speaks; yes, and correctly ! 

36. Charged them, who brought him; they had 
seen the cure then; it was apart from the multitude ; 
the man was doubtless included. TZellnoone. So 
often ;—Mark, 3: 125 5: 43; 8: 26; 9: 9. For various 
reasons; to prevent popular excitement, tumult, or 
demonstrations of personal regard; to prevent 
false or partial statements; to check self-inflation 
and keep the thoughts on the CURER rather than 
on thecure. This last reason seems of force here; the 
soul was opened to the life of God, as well as to the 
sounds of the outer world; and frequent and public 
detailing of experiences is not the best thing for 
spiritual growth in case of new converts. In this 
same region, Mark, 5: 19, 20, the Gadarene demo- 
niac, at the Lord’s bidding, published his cure; it 
may be asa guard against his solitary habits. So 
much, etc., this strange prohibition stimulated the 
desire to tell. They. It may only apply to the 
man’s friends, but doubtless also to himself. Pub- 
lished. Anact of disobedience, showing weak faith; 
their conduct showed the wisdom of our Lord’s 
charge; they were incompetent heralds, because not 
adhering to the Master’s strict word. If they ap- 
plies to the friends alone, we cannot so much won- 
der, a8 only the mute was spiritually healed. Yet 
all were bound to obey. 

37. And were astonished, that is, the multitude 
(Matt.) who heard the report. They heralded more 
abundantly (perissoteron) and super-abundantly (hu- 
per-perissos); the people were astonished, saying: 
“ He hath done all things well!” and “by this they 
glorified the God of Israel,”—Matt. Contrast the con- 
duct of the Gadarenes, Matt., 8: 34. “ Life unto life, 
or death unto death!” Solemn thoughtfor heralds 
of the good tidings. Deaf, dumb, plural, in the origi- 
nal, referring to the many of Matt., 15: 30; or, the 
will and power to cure one,—showing the habit. 


ANALYSIS. 


I. Tue More’s CONDITION, 


Facts.—Deaf; dumb; with tied tongue; beyond 
human healing; beyond hearing of Christ’s word. 

Thoughts.—_The ear of the impenitent’s heart is 
deaf to the promises, warnings and threats of God. 
.... The tongue of the evil man is in bondage to 
Satan,—tied by him from praising God. .... The 
tongue’s natural uses are to bless’God and benefit 
men; is your’s so used?.... The gospel sounds 
often. in the sinner’s ear, but does not reach the 
soul..... He would not hear, nor confess; you 
will not. .... How sad to have one’s ears forever 
closed, one’s tongue forever withheld from the songs 
of the heavenly company! 





II. THE METHODS oF CURE. 


Facts——He was brought; Jesus took him apart; 
touched his ears and tongue; looked up; prayed; 
spoke, 





Thoughts.—Bring your impenitent friends with 
faith to Jesus; He alone is the soul’s Physician. 
. He was brought, but hecame..... A quiet, 
private interview, is often the best opportunity for 
making religious impressions. .... Take your 
friends and scholars apart from the school, to your 
own home, or the minister’s house, for conversation 
and prayer; this secures attention, disarms oppo- 
sition, exposes the heart outside its iron-clad sheet. 
.... If you may not serve Christ before the many, 
you can before the few. .... Jesus often takes us 
apart to the sick room, the retirements of leisure, 
the humbler walks of life, that he may bless us with 
his sweet “ Ephphatha?’.... Go “apart” willingly 
when Jesus bids..... The devil takes men apart 
to prompt and to deepen sin under the cover of 
secresy, and so leads the soul into the pit. .... The 
wise teacher adapts his methods of instruction to 
the minds to be reached. If Ear-gate cannot be 
reached, attack Eye-gate, or Feel-gate. Where 
there is a will there is a way to reach even the worst 
cases..... Jesus seeks entrance to our hearts by 
all the senses: what persistent love! We may 
preach to men even with hand and eye; children and 
the simple-minded are often reached by the manner, 
when words are useless,....A model for the 
Christian worker: study privacy; fix the mind on 
Christ; adapt the methods to the mind; agonize 
in prayer before speaking the word..... “ Zph- 
phatha!’—the teacher’s text; it is his to say “Be 
opened!”—to the mind to know, to the heart to 
feel, to the mouth to speak, and to the hand to dis- 
tribute the love of the dear Jesus. .... Do you not 
understand? Then seek Jesus who says “ Hphpha- 
tha!” to his word; he “opened the Scriptures” 
on the way to Emmaus..... Do you not feel? 
Lydia’s heart was “opened;’” and Jesus says 
“ Ephphatha!” to the closed heart. .... “Be 
opened!” a New Year’s motto for mind, heart and 
hand. .... Christ’s “ Ephphatha!”’ opens for us the 
gates of the eternal kingdom..... “The priest 
who administers baptism moistens the catechu- 
men’s ears and his nostrils with spittle while pro- 
nouncing the words used by Christ when touching 
the ears and the tongue of the man possessed by a 
dumb devil,—‘ Epheta.’’’—Weninger’s Cath. Manual, 
p. 251. This is but asmall part of the Romish cere- 
mony in baptism. How strongly and sadly in con- 
trast with the few, simple signs of Jesus, each one 
of which had a distinct and necessary use. In 
studying Christ’s methods we should rather seek to 
know and act upon the principle which prompted 
them than to imitate the very acts. 


eee 


III. THE MIGHTY CHANGE. 


Facts.Straightway; his ears were opened, his 
tongue loosed; he spake, plainly. 

Thoughts.—You too, although never dumb, hear 
by Christ’s power and will. Christ’s power flies 
more swiftly and surely than the telegraph..... 
A soul open to all the holy words and thoughts and 
joys of the new life, and the better world! Such is 
the renewed man..... If one could really hear 
how sweet are the songs, the prayers and the teach- 
ing of the church and Sabbath-school, he must have 
Christ open his heart. .... Christ’s touch releases 
the tongue from the bondage of profanity and ob- 
scenity..... The soul healed by Christ should 
Is your 
tongue tied and your speech stammering when you 
would speak or pray in the social meeting? the 
touch of Jesus will give you fluent words, for it gives 
afull heart. Gonear to Him in prayer. .... God 
does not give a new heart, but makes the old heart 
new; when you are “born again” it will still be 
you, but you renewed..... Who can do this great 
thing? “Jesus only!’ For He who has power over 
all the ways toaman’s soul, has power over the 
soul. Rev: 3: 7..... Dear children, Jesus stands 
before the gates of your heart, ready to say Eph- 
phatha! Will yousay to Him, “Be opened?” “ Be- 
hold I stand at the door and knock, if any man 
open unto Me, I will come in,”—Rev., 3: 20. “Knock, 
and it shall be opened,’’—Matt., 7: 7. But now, or you 
may stand saying “open,” unheeded,—Luke, 18: 25. 
.... Blessed name of Jesus: “ He that openeth, and 
no manshutteth!” Rev., 3: 7. 

IV. THE MASTER’S CHARGE. 

Facts.—He charged them, Tell no man! 

Thoughts.—There are times when even God's good- 
ness to us should be kept within our own hearts 
always so, when the telling would run to vain boast- 
ing, false coloring, or hindrance of God’s will....- 








Silence is often a duty. But our commission is: 
“Let him that HEARETH say,Come!” Rev., 22: 17. 
V. THE MISTAKEN CALLING. 

Facts.—They published; even more widely than if 
not charged. 

Thoughts.—Beware of the strong temptation to 
tell prohibited mews. .... What shallI not tell? 
Whatever is contrary to the word and spirit of 
Christ. .... An act of disobedience is never a good 
act, for we may not do evil that good may come. 
Rom., 3: 8 ‘“ What God forbids, is at no time to 
bedone; what he commands is always our duty; 
and yet every particular duty is not to be done at 
all times.” . . . . God calls some to preach and teach 
the gospel; some he restrains from this holy work. 
AmIsent? Jer., 23: 21 Whois restrained? Only: 
he who can find in God’s providence to him a plain 
“Tell noone!” .... Disobeying Christ’s commands 
shows weak love and faith. 


VI. THE MULTITUDE’S DoxouLoey. 


Facts.—They were greatly astonished; they praised 
his doing; they repeated his deeds; they glorified 
Jehovah, 

Thoughts.—The more abundantly Christ’s work is 
published the more abundantly the people will 
Do you fear that you are not bidden 
tell the Evangel? Yet, even so, some hearts may be 
awakened to praise. .... Christ’s work is indeed 
well done; for it is wrought by a perfect worker; it 
is “very good.” Gen., 1: 8.... The power of 
Christ is still shown by the spiritual healing of the 
sinner. Have you not seen and heard of such? 
Then glorify God!....This is the chief and 
of man; this a great aim of our Lord’s ministry 
and atonement,—to glorify the God of Israel. .... 
We may praise Jehovah with lips, nay, prophesy in 
Christ’s name, and yet be cast out of the kingdom. 
.... May the Master say of me, at last, “ Well 
done!” 


“Then in a nobler, sweeter song, 
I’ll sing His power to save, 

When this poor lisping, stammering tongue, 
Lies silent in the grave!” 


DIRECTIONS FOR BIBLE CLASSES. 


I. Q. What is it tobe “ Renewed in the Spirit ;” to have 
the heartopened? A. Tohave the mind enlightened, 
Acts, 24: 18; the will subdued and changed, Ezek., 
11: 19; the old man put off, Eph., 4: 22, 23, 24; all 
sins put away, id. 25-82. 

2. Q. How and by whom isthe heart renewed? <A. 
By the holy calling of God, 2 Tim., 1: 8,9; washing 
of regeneration, Tit.,3: 4,5; quickening with Christ, 
Eph.,2: 4; drawing of the Father, John 6: 44; sancti- 
fication of the Spirit, 2 Thess., 2: 13, 14; belief of the 
truth, John, 6: 45; inward working of God, co-work- 
ing with our wills, Phil., 2: 13. 


SCRIPTURE ILLUSTRATIONS. 
Lydia, Acts, 16: 14; The Blind Man, Mark, 8: 22-26; 
Paul and Ananias, Acts, 9: 17, 18. 


BLACKBOARD. 


PIcTURE LESsSoN.—A section of a city wall, show- 
ing two gates; an ear represented as carved over 
one, an eye over the other. In the foreground, a 
soldier, in ancient armor, representing a teacher or 
preacher; in one hand a standard displaying a 
cross, in the other a trumpet for the summons to 
surrender. The fancy is suggested by Bunyan’s 
siege of Mansoul in his “ Holy War.” The soldiers 
now occupying Mansoul are Mark, 7: 21, 22; Gal., 5: 
19, 20, 21. Those which follow Immanuel, and would 
goin with Him are Gal., 5: 22, 23; 2 Peter, 1: 5, 6, 7. 
Below, the Golden Text for the day: 





“EPHPHATHA—Be opened !”’ 











or, for Review, this Letter Lesson,—the Analysis: 


—UTE’S —ONDITION. 
—ETHODS OF —URE. 

THE —IGHTY —HANGE. 
—ASTER’S —HARGE. 
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PUBLISHERS’ NOTICES. 


Please consult this column every week. 








Two New Books.—We have published 
within a few weeks, two of the best vol- 
umes for Sabbath-school libraries that have 
yet been issued with our imprint. Their 
titles are ‘‘ Stella Ashton; or, Conquered 
Faults,” and ‘‘ Grace Mansfield’s Experi- 
ment.”? Each book contains three beauti- 
ful illustrations, and is bound in substantial 
and attractive style. They are both from 
experienced authors, and have been very 
carefully prepared, with a view to teaching 
important religious lessons in a manner that 
will not only interest, but impress the youth- 
ful reader. Price of each volume, 90 cents. 

Blackboards for Sunday-Schools.—In 
connection with other useful appliances for 
schools that desire to adopt such of the 
modern improvements as are found to be 
practical, we are prepared to furnish the 
best blackboards in the market. We have 
two different styles; one with a finished 
surface on both sides, and framed like a 
school-slate, made so that it can either be 
hung against the wall or rest on a rack, or 
easel, as it is called; and the other style 
made to be folded so as to be carried beneath 
the arm. A circular, giving sizes and prices, 
will be sent on application. 








For The Sunday-School Times, 


BARBARA ST. JOHN. 


By THE AUTHOR OF “ISA GREAME’S WORLD.” 








CHAPTER XXIX. 


“Thus stood her mind when round her came a 
cloud ; 

Slowly and heavily it came; a cloud 
Of ills we mention not; enough to say, 
’T was cold, and dead, impenetrable gloom, 
She saw its dark approach; and saw her hopes 
One after one, put out, as nearer still 
Itdrewhersoul. * * * *# #& 

* * * God passed in mercy by, 
His praise be ever new! and on her breathed; 
And bade het live; and put into her hands 
A holy harp, into her lips a song, 
That rolled its numbers down the tide of Time, 
Ambitious now but little to be praised 
Of men alone; ambitious most to be 
Approved of God, the Judge of all, and have 
Her name recorded in the Book of Life.””— Pollok, 


|S yee had sent her manuscript to the 
publishers at B.; but as she intended 
visiting that city very soon, she deferred 
arrangements for its publication till then. 
She received a highly flattering letter from 
the publishers. They predicted for it ‘ an 
immense run,’’ and were eager to bring it 
before the public. 

Her journey was somewhat later, for Mrs. 
Mosely, our old friend ‘‘ Dell,’’ was going 
to the sea-shore, in the hope that sea-bathing 
would strengthen her, and wrote to beg 
Barbie’s company as far as B., where her 
husband would join her. 

Under the care of a friend of Mr. Stuart’s, 





[* Entered according to Act of Congress, in the year 

by J. C. Garrigues & Co., in the Clerk’s office 
of the District Court of the United States for the 
Eastern District of Pennsylvania.] 





the first day’s journey was accomplished in 
safety. Dell was nervous and impatient 
under the varied annoyances of travelling, 
and Barbie drew a long sigh of relief when 
‘‘their two precious selves,’ with all Mrs. ' 
Mosely’s baggage and appurtenances, were 
safely bestowed, at the hotel, for the night. 

It was late before they slept. Barbie lis- 
tened with kindly interest to all the young 
mother’s rhapsodies over the child she had 
reluctantly left behind in charge of the 
trusty old nurse; and then they lived over 
again merry scenes and happy hours at 
‘* Nesbitt’s.” 

At three o’clock Barbie, who was sleeping 
soundly, was awakened by Dell’s shrieks 
and the shrill ery of ‘‘fire!’’ “‘ fire!’ from 
without. Springing from the bed, she 
threw her heavy travelling cloak about her, 
and opened the door. The smoke rushed in 
from the hall, almost blinding her; further 
than this she could learn nothing. There 
was wild confusion, orders and counter or- 
ders, and shrieks, and hurrying to and fro 
in the hall below. The passage which 
led to their room was quiet and deserted. 
Two other doors opened upon it. Were 
these rooms unoccupied, or were their in- 
mates unconscious of the danger? She 
tried the doors and shouted. Dell’s piteous 
sobs and cries of ‘‘Oh, my child, my baby, 
my precious Ritchie!’ recalled her, and re- 
turning to her side, she wrapped her gently 
in her shawl, speaking as cheerfully as she 
could. There was no time to be lost if they 
would seek safety, for smoke and gleams of 
lurid light filled the room ; but which way,~ 
where, should they go? With her arm 
about Dell, Barbie reached the head of the 
stairs, when the men rushed past them. 
‘Why !” exclaimed one of them excitedly, 
‘‘ they said these rooms were not occupied. 
Quick, quick, you have no time to lose. 
‘Allan,’ I will take the ladies; make sure 
that there is no one in the other rooms. 
Hurry! the back staircase is safe yet; the 
front one is on fire; the fire broke out in 
this wing.’’? He spoke rapidly, in broken 
sentences, while they followed. Dell was 
crying violently and wringing her hands; 
Barbie was calm, heard everything, saw 
everything, even the fearfully lighted 
streets as they rushed past the windows. 
‘*Allan’’ passed them, running at the top 
of his speed. The smoke had grown less 
dense as they proceeded. Suddenly there 
was a wild cry, or tumult of cries, and 
noises of engines moving, and the crowd 
rushing on; the fire had broken out in a 
new place. Their guide sprang forward in 
sudden terror. © ‘‘ Quick! quick! or the fire 
will head us; if I could carry you both?” 
for he saw how hard it was for them to keep 
up. Dell, weak, and almost beside herself 
with fright, lifted her arms _ piteously. 
‘‘Yes, take her; I am strong; I will follow 
you,’’ said Barbie firmly, clasping her hands 
tightly together, while her lips were white 
and her feet almost refused their office. A 
few more hurried steps, through doors, 
across passage-ways, where the smoke came 
in thick, suffocating clouds. Barbie, with 


her utmost efforts, could not keep up with 





them now. 


The man turned with a hasty, 


cheering word, while he pressed on with his. 
light burden. ‘‘Courage! we shall soon be- 
safe; then you can rest.’”?’ A fresh cloud 
hid them from her view, but she stumbled 
on, through another door, and on, on, as 
fast as her trembling limbs could carry her. 
The passage seemed narrow and full of 
smoke; she felt it stifling, choking her, 
but succeeded in making her way into 
a large, deserted room, where the smoke 
was not so dense. She looked around 
in vain for the others; then, for the first 
time, it flashed upon her that she had 
missed them, and lost her way. She 
sank upon the floor utterly powerless, 
despairing. ‘‘What if she should die? 
She was all alone in the world; there was 
no one to care very much for her; but to die 
alone! all alone!’ and she crouched closer 
against the wall, with a low moan, and 
covered her face with her hands. In one 
moment,—years of agony it seemed,—she 
thought of the few friends she loved so pas- 
sionately, so far away and happy. ‘‘ Would 
they grieve much or long when they should 
hear of it?” Then came a strange, horrible 
dread of death—death and eternity—which 
she had put so far away ; and she groaned in 
anguish. The shouts of the firemen came 
to her ears and gave her fresh hope and 
strength. Rising from the floor, she re- 
traced her steps to where she thought she 
must have missed her guide, and ran on 
breathlessly. The shouts of the men came 
nearer, clearer. On, on, she almost flew, 
and from her livid lips went up the hoarse 
ery—her first prayer for long years—‘‘ Oh, 
God, help me!”’ There was a great crash 
in her ears, and in her path a lurid columr 
of flame sprang up. Was the stair-case 
gone? She staggered to the window at her 
side; she remembered hearing a cry from 
below— Oh God! there is a woman or a 
child in the east wing there, at the window! 
a ladder, quick!’ and she remembered no 
more until she awoke in a strange room, 
and found Katherine Stuart sitting by her 
bed. 

‘“Where am I?’ she asked, looking 
around at the unfamiliar surroundings. 

‘¢-You shall be at home soon now, dear,’’ 
said Katherine evasively, kissing her. 

Barbie closed her eyes and lay quite still 
for a few moments. 

‘*T remember it all now,” she said, shud- 
dering. ‘* Where is Dell?” 

‘She is here; they will go on in the 
morning, now that you are better. Mr. 
Mosely came this afternoon with me.’’ 

After another pause, she asked, 

‘¢' What made mesick? I was not hurt?’ 

Katherine hesitated ; she had been charged 
to keep her quiet ; but the large eyes looked 
a repetition of the question. 

‘You are not very sick, darling; you will 
soon be well; the fright, I suppose, brought 
on fever, and you are very weak. It was 
only last night, you know. There, you 
must not talk any more.”’’ 

‘“‘Only, was there any one burned in the 
house ?”’ she asked, shudderingly. 

‘* No one.” 

In aday or two she had rallied sufficiently 
to be removed to P., and was placed in Kath- 
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erine’s pleasant room, with the dear friend 
for ‘her constant, loving dttendant. But 
there she remained, day ‘after day, pros- 
trated by a low, nervous fever, without any 
perceptible change. She had few wants, 
and seldom complained of any pain, lying 
fer hours without speaking, her large eyes 
fixed in an unconscious gaze. Katherine 
tried every affectionate art to rouse her—‘‘ it 
was so unlike Barbie.’? Mabel came down 
from New York the next week for a little 
flying visit. Barbie was glad to see her, 
and smiled and listened while they talked 
at her bedside; but they soon saw that it 
wearied her. Sometimes when Katherine 
left her for a little time, hoping she would 
sleep, she would find, when she returned, 
traces of tears upon her cheeks. 

‘*A letter from your publishers at B., 
Barbie,’’ Katherine said, coming in from 
the post-office. ‘‘Do you want.it now ?” 


A faint color came into her cheeks. 

‘*No, I don’t care about it,’’ she answer- 
ed, turning away. ‘‘I am tired.” 

After a little while she said, | 

‘Kathie, you may read it to me if you 
will” 

They were impatient at the delay, and to 
‘expedite matters, offered for the copyright 
asum beyond her most sanguine expecta- 
tions. Katherine read it with joyful em- 
‘phasis, thinking this would awaken Bar- 
ibie’s old ambitious energy. 

“There, my dear, you will have to get 
well to wear your new laurels.” 


But she paused in alarm when she saw 
Barbie’s face; the lines about her mouth 
worked nervously, her eyes looked gleam- 
ing over the bright fever-spots which every 
sudden emotion brought to her cheeks, and 
the perspiration stood in drops upon her 
forehead. Katherine silently wiped her 
forehead, and pressed a loving kiss upon it. 

After a little while she asked, 

“Ts there anything that I could do for 
you, dear? Do you want to send them any 
answer ?”’ 

It was so long before she answered that 
Katherine thought she had not heard, or 
had forgotten, and when she said tremu- 
lously ‘‘ Not yet,’’ she did not open her 
eyes, but as Katherine bent her head nearer 
to catch the low tone, she saw tears stealing 
from under the long eyelashes. 


Katherine was puzzled, and very troubled 
and anxious. The physician said that medi- 
cine could do little more forher. ‘She was 
low spirited; they must cheer her up; that 
was all she needed now.’’ She was slowly 
gaining every day now; she sat up for a 
little while, but she seemed so changed. 

oe 


BOOKS. 


TnE GosPpEL TREASURY, AND Exposrrory HAR- 
MONY OF THE FOUR EVANGELISTS. Pp. 915. By 
Robert Mimpriss. New York: M.W. Dodd, This isa 
new and greatly improved edition of this work in 
the point of mechanical beauty and durability. The 
plates are the same, but its present publishers have 
ro radically changed the binding for the better, as 
to make it almost another book. It isa positive 
pleasure now, to open it, it turnssosmoothly upon its 
paper hinges. Some of these days we hope to see 
an edition brought out in type a little larger, that 
shall yet be within the bounds of the mass of 











teachers as to price. The only possible exception 
that has ever been taken to the work is the fineness 
of the type, but when one considers that it is nota 
book to be read straight through, but only to be 
studied by reference, as one would study a close- 
print Bible, the type is not an objection so great as 
the increased cost of larger print, would be. For 
us who have so earnestly approved the work and 
urged it upon the attention of Sunday-school 
teachers, it is quite unnecessary to add another 
word, Itranks among the very first companions 
of the Bible in Bible study. It is acondensed com- 
mentary of commentaries, a right-hand helper in 
the preparation of New Testament lessons. 

THE LAST PASSOVER. By John R. Whitney. 
Philadelphia: Claztun, Remsen & Haffelfinger. This 
little volume contains an account of the closing in- 
cidents upon earth of our Lord Jesus Christ, in the 
words of Scripture, being a verbal harmony of the 
four gospel narratives, It is, without exception, the 
most successful attempt at a Gospel Harmony yet 
produced. The author uses no word not found insome 
of the gospel narratives, and omits no word found 
in any, and so combines the whole to make one 
connected narrative. The ingenuity and skill dis- 
played in the work are very remarkable. 

NIGHT SCENES IN THE BIBLE. By Rev. Daniel 
March, D. D. Philadelphia: Zeigler, McCurdy & Co. 
This volume is of great beauty and attractiveness, 
whether we regard the subjects treated, the striking 
and peculiar eloquence of the writer, or the ele- 
gance of all the mechanical appertainings, Itisa 
sumptuous octavo, printed on that soft-toned paper 
on which the eye loves to linger, with type of dia- 
mond-like clearness and finish from Westcott & 
Thomson’s foundry, and embellished with twelve 
superb mezzotints by Sartain, and Walter. Dr. 
March’s work is eminently deserving of such ele- 
gant surroundings. It isscholarly, devout, eloquent. 
On every page is the glow of earnest Christian 
eloquence, 

A SCRIPTURE MANUAL, 12mo. 528. pp. By Charles 
Simmons. New York: M. W. Dodd. In this day of 
new helps in Bible study, we wish to recall to notice 
an old book which we think is not as well known 
to the present generation of Bible readers and 
teachers as it should be. And yet it is astandard 
work which, like Cruden’s Concordsnce, is not 
likely to be sup: rseded by anything better. It has 
now reached its thirty-sixth edition. It is designed 
to facilitate the finding of proof texts on any doc- 
trine, or duty, or subject, in the Bible. These sub- 
jects cover the whole field of theological and moral 
inquiry, and are alphabetically arranged for handy 
reference. The whole teachings of inspiration 
are collected and concentrated with focal power 
upon these subjects, illuminating them with a flood 
of heavenly light, and revealing fully what the 
mind of the Spirit is touching them. We cannot 
attempt asetting forth of all the valuable features 
of this manual. We only urge all Sunday--chool 
teachers, and private Christians to get it and use it. 

WATCHWORDS FOR THE WARFARE OF LIFE, 
From Dr. Martin Luther. Translated and arranged 
by the author of the “Schonberg-Cotta Family.” 
New York: M. W. Dodd. These short extracts from 
Luther’s writings are especially interesting because 
they contain passages from his own personal ex- 
perience. They show us the heart of the great 
Christian warrior in the midst of his warfare. The 
passages referring to the death of his little daughter, 
Magdalena, are wonderfully beautiful and touching. 

Tne HAND oF JESUS. Gilt, toned paper. By Rev. 
J. Chaplin, D. D. Boston: Andrew F. Graves. A 
series of chapters, each preceded by a passage of 
Scripture in which the hand of Jesus is traced in its 
office of “guiding,” “ providing,” “ healing,” “ help- 
ing,” “serving,” “crowning,” etc. An original 
essay follows the passage, and selections of beautiful 
poetry suited to the subject, close the chapter, It 
makes altogether a rich addition to our devotional 
literature, : 

BuINDPITs. New York: G. P. Putnam & Son. A 
Seotch story of common life, reprinted by special 
arrangement with the Edinburg publishers, Itisa 
book of more than usual attractiveness. 

Happy DAYS AT FERN BANK. By Emma Mar- 
shall. Philadelphia: J. P. Skelly & Co. A pretty 
story for girls, reprinted from the Enslish. 

LONDON QUARTERLY REVIEW. October number, 
Contents, 1. The Great Railway Monopoly. 2. Me- 
moirs of Hugh Elliot; 8. Deer and Deer Parks; 4, 
The Archbishops of Canterbury in the Reformation ; 





5. Lake Dwellings; 6. The Homeric Question; 7. 
Matthew Arnold on French Education; & York- 
shire; 9. Public Questions at Issue. New York: 
Leonard Scott Publishing Company. $1. 

LITTELL’s LIVING AGE. No. 1282, for the week 
ending December 2éth, has the usually full table of 
attractive contents. To new subscribers, remitting 
to the publishers for the year 1869, The Living Age 
is sent from the beginning of Auerbach’s story (No. 
1277) to January Ist, 1869, free of charge. Boston: 
Littell & Gay, publishers. 


TIE LESSON LIST FOR 1869, 


All schools intending to take up the course of 
Lessons that are toappear in our columns this year, 
would do well to provide their entire membership 
with 


The Sunday-School Times ‘Lesson List for 1869, 


which can be obtained at 25 cents per hundred 
copies, post-paid, by addressing the Publishers of 
this paper, 


BEAUTIFUL CONCERT EXERCISES 


SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 














I.—A TRIBUTE OF PRAISE TO JESUS. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
II.—THE RIGHTEOUS AND THE WICKED. 

386 Cents Per Dozen. 
III.—-THE MONUMENT OF TRUTH. 

36 Cents Per Dozen. 
IV.—THE SONG OF THE PILGRIMAGE. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 
V.—OUR BEAUTIFUL HOME. 

60 Cents Per Dozen. 


These Exercises consist of Readings, Hymns, and 
Recitations for Monthly or Quarterly Concerts, and 
are so arranged as to interest an entire school, and 
calculated to impress deeply the youthful mind, by 
imparting important Scripture lessons in attractive 
form. Samples of the five sent to any one on re- 
ceipt of 20 cents. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 





IS COMING, 


MR. ASA HULL’S NEW SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
MUSIC BOOK, 


THE CASKET, NO. 2, 


WILL BE READY JANUARY 20th, 1869. 

The names of the prize pieces will be announced 
at the time the book is issued. 

Price in Cloth, full Gilt, $50. Board covers, $30. 
Paper covers, $25 per hundred. Sample copies 
mailed upon receipt of 30 cents, may be ordered of 
any bookseller, or of the author and publisher, 

Asa Hull, 2405S. Eleventh St., 
PHILADELPHIA, Pa. 


TEACHER’S LIBRARY SLATE. 
Price, $1.20 Per Dozen. 





This is a very convenient arrangement for the use 
of the Sabbath-school teacher. It is intended for 
keeping a record of the books which have been 
selected by the class. After a choice has been made 
the librarian takes the slate, returning it to the class 
with the books which have been chosen. In every 
school where a catalogue is used for making selec- 
tions from the library, this slate will be found to be 
the nicest arrangement yet introduced. 

The article cannot besent by mail, except at letter 
rates of postage. Sample in this way for 20 cents. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch 8St., Philadelphia, Pa. 
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VALUABLE PREMIUMS 





To be given to those who obtain 
NEW 
SUBSCRIBERS FOR THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES. 
Price. 
View of Ancient Jerusalem, - = = $12.00 
Webster’s Unabridged Dictionary, - - 12.00 
Worcester’s Unabridged Dictionary, - - 12,00 
Lippincott’s Pronouncing Gazetteer, - = 10.00 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, 3 vols., - 18.00 
Smith’s Bible Dictionary, lvol., - - = 3.50 
Thomson’s Land and Book, 2 vols., - 5.00 
Cruden’s Unabridged Concordance, - = 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Matthew, - - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Mark and Luke, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Acts of Apostles, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on James, Peter, John 
andJude, - - - -* = * «= 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Corinthians, - 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Pauline Epistles, 5.00 
Lange’s Commentary on Genesis, oe 5.00 
Jonybeare & Howson’s St. Paul,2vols., - 7.50 
Mimpriss’s Gospel Treasury, allies. ah of 3.50 
Coleman’s Historical Atlas, - - = = 2.00 
Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels, - = 2.00 
or any other book or books desired by the can- 
vasser, 
43> Send for Descriptive List of Premiums. 
THE 
5 
AMERICAN SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION'’S 
PERIODICALS. 


Rev. RICHARD NEWTON, D.D., Editor. 


THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL WORLD, 


A monthly paper, sixteen pages, quarto, for Sunday- 
school Teachers, Bible Classes, Parents, and all in- 
terested in the religious training of the young. 
Each number containsaSERMON for CHILDREN, 
and on OUTLINE LESSON for Sunday-schools, by 
the Editor. It is published at the low rate of 


FIFTY CENTS PER ANNUM. 
THE CHILD'S WORLD, 


A beautifully illustrated paper, for Children and 
Youth, monthly or semi-monthly. Terms twelve 
cents per year for the monthly, and twenty-four 
cents for the semi-monthly, for ten copies or over 
sent to one address, postage payable at the office 
where received. 

4a Catalogues of the Society’s Publications, and 
Sample Copies of its Periodicals, furnished gratui- 
tously, on application at the Depository, 


1122 Chestnut Street, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





usic and Sprig for Anniversaries, 


—_—_—- 


“OUTSIDE THE GATE.” 


BY JOSEPHINE POLLARD. 


“ AT THE DOOR,” 


BY REV. ALFRED TAYLOR. 
These are two of the most beautiful of modern 
hymns; the sentiment being pure and good, just 
such as should be welcomed in every Sun ay- 


school. We are confident they will both prove 
generally acceptable. 


100 Sheets with the Music. - - - + + $1.00 
100 Leaflets without Music, - - - + = 96, 


Samples sent on receipt of a stamp for postage. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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The following cards are exquisitely printed in 
bright and beautiful colors, and their introduction 
among the young cannot fail to awaken an interest 
and encourage them in acquiring a knowledge of 
the Scripture lessons thus plainly taught. 

BIBLE HISTORY. 


First series. 12 varieties. - - - - 60c 
BIBLE HISTORY. 

Second series. 12 varieties. - - 50c 
SCRIPTURE NATIONALITIES. 

12 varieties. - - 2@= eo B&e, 
GLAD TIDINGS. 

12 varieties, - - - - - ° « 50c. 
STORY OF JOSEPH. 

12 varieties. - - © © = 8c, 
STORY OF QUEEN ESTHER. 

12 varieties, - - oe 50c. 
LESSONS FROM THE PARABLES. 

10 varieties. - - - 650c. 
PILGRIM’S PROGRESS. 

12 varieties. - - - - © =  60c. 
VIEWS IN J ERUSALEM. ' 

12 varieties. - - © «= §&0c. 
SYRIA AND MOUNT LEBANON. 

12 varieties. - - - -  60c, 
CITIES OF PALESTINE. | 

12 varieties. - - = «=  60e, 
ENVIRONS OF J ERUSALEM. 

12 varieties. - gah Sei Ap 25s 50c. 

Any or all of these cards will be sent by mail, on 


receipt of the prices mentioned. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA, 





IMPORTANT HELPS 


SUPERINTENDENTS AND TEACHERS 


= eae INDEX. 
R. G. Pardee, A. M. - $1.25 
rien face rim FROM THE FOUR GOSPELS. 
By Rev. George Jones, M. A. 


ee FROM LIFE, which the Chaplain 





THE JEWISH TABERNACLE. 
By Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. ae. 


THE TEACHER’S GUIDE TO PALESTINE. 
By Prof. H. 8. Osborn, - 


SUNDAY-SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS, 


By Rev. Alfred Taylor. - - 1,25 
THE SUNDA Y-SCHOOL HAND-BOOK. 
By Rev. Erwin House. - ~ 1,25 


— STUDIES FOR SUNDAY-SCHOOL 
ACHERS. By Rev. C. 8S. Robinson, D. D. 1.50 
LIFE-SCENES FROM THE OLD TESTAMEN Jif 
By Rev. George Jones, M. A. 2.00 
TEE SABBATH- SCHOOL TEACHER. 


By Rev. Dr. Todd. - 1.50 
baa gi Sey ON SABBATH-SCHOOLS. 
By John S. Hart, LL.D. - 85 
NEW TESTAMENT HISTORY. 
By Dr. Wm, Smith - - © e 2.00 
nS JEWELS. 
Rev. Richard Newton, D. D. - 1.25 


Bes des the foregoing, a large variety of all re- 
quisites needed in the establishing and conducting 
of Sunday-schools may always be found at the 


SABBATH-SCHOOL EMPORIUM, 
J.C.GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





TOKEN FOR TEACHERS. 


This is a little four-page leaflet, prepared by R. G. 
PARDEE, containing some brief and useful hints for 
the Sunday-school teacher. It is intended to show 
the relations of the Superintendent, the Teachers, 
the Parents, the Pastor, the Church ‘and the Com- 
munity to the true worker in the Sunday-school 
vineyard. Italsoembraces some valuable principles 
of instruction, with the qualifications of a good 
teacher. Many superintendents we have no doubt 
would like to distribute it in theirschools. Packages 
of 50 copies will be sent by mail for 25 cents, 





NEW BOOKS 


ISSUED BY THE 


Presbyterian Board of Publication, 
821 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia. 





TWENTY JUVENILE PICTURE BOOKS. 


wae colored covers. Beautifully a Put 


oP in Packages of Ten each, in a wrap Price 
50 per set; 25 cents singly. They will "be sure 
to please the Children. 





GOLDEN HILLS; 
A Tale of the Trish Famine. 
16mo. With Twelve Illustrations. Bevelled Cloth. 
Price $1.25, 





ROS A. 
By MADAME E. DE PRESSENSE. 


Translated from the French for the Board. 16mo., 
866 pages. Four Illustrations, Price $1. 


—____. 
JUVENILES. 
ALL ILLUSTRATED. 
‘* Trasule,” - - - 60 cts. 
“« Footsteps in the Light, ad - - 50 cts. 
* Cousin Amy,” -  - 60 cts. 
‘* Tell the Truth, i= - 60 cts. 
“\ Edith’s Two Account Books, ”. 60 cts. 
“* The Prisoners,” = - - Vets. 
‘* Margaret Lawrence,” a 60 cts. 
‘* Little Street-Sweeper,” - - 45 cts. 
‘* Marble Clarke,” oP tire 60 cts. 
“ Brave Heart,’ - = - = 60 cts. 





BOOKS IN BOXES. 
STORIES FOR THE LITTLE ONES. 


Ten Books in Box, $3. 


THE LORD’S PRAYER SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $2. 


THE UNCLE ALICK SERIES. 


Six Books in Box, $3. 


GRANDMA’S POCKET SERIES, 


Seven Books in Box, $2.25, 


BEAUTIFUL CERTIFICATE 


FOR 


SUNDAY-SCHOOLS. 


This Certificate consists of a picture of the Saviour 
blessing little children, printed in six pos, agg colors, . 
and surrounded by a neat tinted gothic border, 
Beneath the picture is a form to be filled up and 
—— by the Superintendent. The size is ll by l4. 

nches, 





PRICE 25 CENTS, 
in large or small quantities. 
Specimen by mail on receipt of price. 
J.C. GARRIGUES & Co.,,. 
608 Arch Street, 


PHILADELPHIA... 


LESSON PAPERS. 


1869. 


,-) d, Sch. 1 7, 





The Bos are still issued 
by the Publishers, ‘and are in demand wherever 
their merits are known. Schools pommel oon, the Bible 

only, and wishing to have/one Lesson for all, are ins 
vited to make trial of this plan. The economy of 
using it is much more important than is generally 
supposed. There are five papers, each containin; 
lessons for a whole year. They embrace the histori- 
cal parts of the Old and New Testaments. 

Apply to the Publishers, 


NICHOLS & NOYES, 
117 Washington St., Boston. 
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“EVERY SCHOOL SHOULD HAVE IT. 


MAP OF PALESTINE 
AND OTHER PARTS OF SYRIA. 


By Osborn & Coleman. 
SIZE, 6BY9 FEET. $15. 


This magnificent map is the result of the com- 
bined labors of these two thorough Biblical scholars, 
who both made careful examinations and surveys 
while sojourning in Palestine. Added to this per- 
sonal knowledge, the most eminent authors, both 
of our own country and Europe, have been con- 
sulted in the preparation of the work, and no pains 
have been spared to render this the most valuable 
map of the Holy Land ever published in any age or 
country. 

I use it constantly in my lectures. It is the best 


large map I ever saw, and I wish every church and 
Sabbath-school had one.—Rev. Theo. L. Cuyler, D. D. 


I do heartily recommend it to all who are inter- 
ested in studying the geography and topography, 
both ancient and modern, of Palestine.—Rev. J. P. 
Durbin, D. D. 


The authors have wrought a good work. The 
blessed Book will be the sooner and the better un- 
derstood by the race for whom it was written be- 
cause of their labors.—Rev. Edw. N. Kirk, D. D. 


The map would bea valuable acquisition in any 
Christian family, but no college, academy or Sab- 
bath-school should be without it.—Rev. Wm C. 
Cattell, D. D. 


Happy the Bible student, happy the Sunday- 
school, possessing it! Iam not only pleased, Iam 
delighted with it, in all respects whatever.—Rev. 
Henry C. Fish, D. D. 

I am convinced that in minuteness, accuracy and 
to raphical detail it is the best work extant.— 
Ri. . Wm. Bacon Stevens, D. D. 


hi the boldness and clearness of its outlines and 
divisions, the distinctness of its lettering, and the 
fulness and accuracy of its details, your wall map is 
eminently adapted for instructing schools and large 
assemblies. I have used it with much satisfaction.— 


Rev. J. P. Thompson, D. D. 


I yagare the Map as a most valuable one, and 
heartily recommend it to all who desire a know- 
ledge of the country it represents.—Rev. Joseph 
Cummings, D. D. 

A prospectus describing in detail this valuable 
Map will be sent to any address if requested. 

J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 
608 ARCH STREET, 
PHILADELPHIA. 


DR. SMITH'S 
BIBLE DICTIONARY 


FOR 
Sabbath-Schools, 


While several editions of this valuable work by 
the eminent author have appeared, it would be diffi- 
cult to conceive of one better adapted to the wants 
of Superintendents and Teachers. This volume has 
been edited by Dr. Smith himself, with such abridge- 
ments from the three volume edition as were neces- 
sary, without detracting from its practical useful- 
ness, to bring the book within the means of the 
large and important class of readers for whom it 
is intended. Besides three valuable maps and nu- 
merous small illustrations, it is embellished with 
sixteen full-page wood-cuts, and eight very fine 
steel engravings. 

Large 8vo. 776 Pages. $3.50; by Mail, $3.94. 

J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., 


608 Arch Street, Philadelphia. 








AN ILLUSTRATED 
DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE 


Choice Sabbath-School Publications, 


‘Aa Superintendents can obtain a copy jfree on 
application. 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co, 
608 Arch Street, 
PHILADELPHIA, 





CHOICE BOOKS, 


APPROPRIATE FOR 
SABBATH-SCHOOLS 
OF ALL DENOMINATIONS. 


Warmly commended by the leading religious 
Journals throughout the country. 


Agnes Wilbur; 


Or, A DATGHTER’S INFLUENCE. By Catharine 

M. Trowbridge. 1I8mo, three illustrations. 90c. 

“A picture of genuine piety; we wish it might be 
read and pondered by all our young friends.—Chris- 
tian Secretary.” 


Arthur Merton; 


OR, SINNING AND SORROWING. By Miss Caroline 

E. Kelly. 16mo, four illustrations. $1.25. 

“The book is worthy of being placed in every 
: ~ arene and read atany fireside.”—Christian 

de 


One Hundred Gold Dollars. 


ay mn 7 E. McConaughy. 18mo, three illustra- 
ons, \ 

“An admirable Sunday-school book, as are all 
those issued by the same Publishers,”’—Reformed 
Church Messenger. 


Heavenward—Earthward. 
— B. McKeever. 16mo, four illustrations. 


De 
“The story is a natural one, full of animation; 
and in it, the way of good and evil is forcibly con- 
trasted.”—EHvening Telegraph. 4 


Helen MacGregor ; 


OR, CONQUEST AND SACRIFICE. By Mrs. C. Y. 

Barlow. 16mo, four illustrations, $1.25. 

“We found in it such a freshness and charm that 
we could not lay the book down until we had read 
it from beginning to end.”—Religious Telescope. 


The Home Vineyard: 


SKETCHES OF MISSION WORK. 

Kelly. 18mo, three illustrations, 

“The Sketches are impressively drawn, and are 
calculated to make a good impression upon the 
heart.’”—Hvangelical Repository. = 


Life-Scenes from the Four Gospels. 


By Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, twenty- 

five illustrations. $2.00, 

“It is a graceful and captivating harmony of the 
Gospels; the life of Christ being presented as one 
continued narrative, and with true historic accu- 
racy.”—Ladies’ Repository. 


Life-Scenes from the Old Testament. 


7 Rev. George Jones, M.A. Large 12mo, with 
aps and twenty-five illustrations. $2.00. 

“The work reads well, and is as entertaining and 
attractive as any of the most popular productions 
of the day.”—Reformed Church Messenger. 


The Sabbath-School Index. 


By R. G. Pardee, A.M. 16mo, 

dents and Teachers, $1.25. 

“The book deserves to be circulated by tens of 
thousands, and will do good wherever it goes.”— 
Morning . 


The Teacher’s Guide to Palestine. 


By Prof. Henry 8. Osborn. Witha Map. 65c. 
“Tt cannot but be invaluable to the student and 
teacher.’’—Christian Instructor. 


Tilman Loring; 


OR, MINISTER OR MERCHANT. By Rev. J. K. 

Nutting. 18mo, three illustrations. 90c. 

“ A charming little book, setting forth the blessed- 
ness of enlisting in the work of saving souls,.”— 
Cumberland Pres' in. 


Tom Miller; 


OR, AFTER MANY Days, By Mrs. M. E. Rock- 

well, 16mo, four illustrations, $1.25. 

“We cannot too highly commend the care which 
this Publishing House bestows on every volume 
issued with their imprint.’”’— Methodist Home Journal. 


, 4 Caroline FE, 


For Superinten- 


JUST PUBLISHED: 


Stella Ashton; or, Conquered Faults. 
By Mrs, C. Y. Barlow, 18mo, three illust. 90c. 


Grace Mansfield’s Experiment. 
By Mrs, A. K. Dunning. 18mo, three illust, 90c, 
Two of the best books we have yet issued. 


J.C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, 
608 ARCH STREET. 





ILLUSTRATED PAPERS, 


SEND FOR SAMPLES 


OF THE FOLLOWING 


BEAUTIFUL MONTHLIES FOR THE LITTLE FOLKS: 


THE YOUTH’S TEMPERANCE BANNER, 
THE CHILD AT HOME, 
THE CHILD’S PAPER, 
THE CHILD’S WORLD. 


By using either one or all of these papers, we can 
supply a school, one, two, three, or four times a 
month. 

Neither of the papers is of a denominational 
character, and therefore they are acceptable to any 
Sunday-school. 

To accommodate schools that do not wish to make 
a yearly payment in advance, subscriptions will be 
received by us for six months, at half the annual 
rates. Specimens, with terms, sent post paid, on 
receipt of a stamp, and subscriptions received by the 


PUBLISHERS OF 


The Sunday-School Times, 
PHILADELPHIA. 





1,000 COPIES 


OF 


THE SABBATH-SCHOOL INDEX, 


BY R. G. PARDEE, 


to be given away to Superintendents, Teachers and 
other friends of the cause.as a Premium for new 
subscribers, 


For full information, enclose/a stamp to the pub- 
lishers of this paper. 














THE SUNDAY-SCHOOL TIMES, 
Published Every Week, 
$1.50 A YEAR. 


Terms:—Invariably in Advance. 


Considering the amount and variety of original 
maiter in THE TIMES, it is believed to be the cheapest 
religious weekly published. 

2Vo subscriptions are received at less than the 
rate of $1.50 a year, no matter what number of copies 
are taken, 

JVo paper is sent to any subscriber beyond the 
date for which subscription has been paid in 
advance. 

Figures are printed in connection with the sub- 
scriber’s name and address on each paper, showing 
to what volume and number payment has been 
made, 


Written receipts are not necessary, as due ac- 
knowledgment for remittances is made by the use 
of these figures. 

The postage on The Times is 20 cents a year, which 
must be paid at the post office where the subscriber 
resides. 

A Descriptive List of Valuable Premiums will 
be sent free, on application, to any one whe will 
solicit new subscribers, 

dn sending money by mail, we advise our corres- 
pondents to remit either in Bank Drafts or Post © 
Office Orders, made payable to us, wherever it can — 
be done, 

Alt letters relating to the business management ~ 
of The Times, or containing remittances for sub- © 
scriptions; also, orders for books, and inquiries in 
regard to the best publications for Sabbath-schools, 
should be addressed to 


J. C. GARRIGUES & Co., Publishers, | 
608 ARCH STREET, 7 
PHILADELPHIA, PA, 





